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Harper’s famous jungle 
missionary classics 





Mission To the 


EAD HUNTERS 


By FRANK : 
& MARIE DROWN 


An inspiring story of two 
dedicated missionaries in the 
Ecuadorian jungle. “One of 
the best missionary stories in 
the world.” — CLARENCE W. 
HALL. 16 pages of startling 
jungle photographs. $3.95 


The Savage My Kinsman 
By EtsaBetH E.uiot. Mrs. Elliot 
reports on her life among the Auca 
killers of her missionary husband. 
123 photographs by Cornell Capa. 

$5.95 


The Dayuma Story 
Life Under Auca Spears 


By Ere: Emity WAtuts. The first 
Christian member of the Auca tribe 
tells her startling story. 16 pages of 
photographs. $3.95 


Jungle Pilot 


The Life 
and Witness of Nate Saint 
By Russet. T. Hirt. “An example 
of absolute dedication to a cause 
fully believed in.”—Kansas City Star. 
Illustrated with photographs. $3.75 


Shadow of the Almighty 
The Life 
and Testament of Jim Elliot 


By EutsaBetH E.uior. With the Jim 
Elliot “spiritual classic” journals. 
Illustrated with photographs. $3.95 


Through Gates of Splendor 


By E.tsaBetaH Et ior. The first great 
account of the five missionary mar- 
tyrs in Ecuador. With the Cornell 
Capa photographs. $3.95 


‘KING JAMES’ 





Children will read it, 
understand it 


and love it. 








THE 
CHILDREN’S 


BIBLE 











Prepared by JAY GREEN, 
PETER PALMER and MANNING DeV. LEE 


“Should give tremendous assistance to parents seek- 
ing to train children in the awe and love of God.” 


@ Written in language children 
can read and understand 


@ Follows the beloved King 
James Version as closely as 
simplification of language 
will allow 


@ Large, easy-to-read, 
beautifully designed type 


— Dr. HAROLD OCKENGA 


@ Glossary explains. Bible terms 
in simple language 

@ All verses normally memorized 
are kept in their familiar 
words 

@ 100 Bible stories (21 in 
Epistles) 

@ 400 illustrations, 200 i in full 
color 


@ $5.95, cloth; $6.95 fabrikoid; $8.00 de luxe limp style 


A contemporary classic 
by a leading 
evangelical Christian. 
A. W. TOZER 


The Knowledge 
of the Holy 


A brilliant, inspiring presen- 
tation of the nature of God. In 
23 chapters, remarkably free 
of technical terminology, Dr. 
Tozer examines the attributes 
of God—and through these 
attributes suggests the direc- 
tion which our own lives should 
take. $3.00 


A 37-year best-seller 


The 
Ministers Manual 
1962 


Compiled and edited by 
M. K. W. HEICHER. This in- 
valuable minister’s “assistant” 
covers every aspect of the busy 
pastorate: Sermons for Youth, 
Hymn Selections, Seed 
Thoughts, Conducting Holy 
Communion, Sermon Outlines, 
Missionary Preaching and 
many other features indis- 
pensable in emergencies. 
$3.50 


At your bookseller - HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y. 16 
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LETTERS 





Faith Healing 


Healing, as such, (see “Faith Heal- 
ing in the Church”) went out with 
the end of Jesus’ ministry on earth— 
not abruptly, but gradually, and 
carried on to a lesser degree through 
the Apostles and Paul, for a purpose; 
the purpose, to prove the Gospel and 
Himself before Pentecost and the in- 
dwelling office of the Holy Spirit. 
Since the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
there is no need for the evidence of 
healing. 

ADOLF E. NELSON 
Belleville, N. J. 


It was unfortunate that for one of 
the first reviews of the books on heal- 
ing in your magazine that the one by 
Martin was chosen. There are several 
better ones that are more acceptable. 
For instance: Gods Healing Power 
by Edgar Sanford, The Ministry of 
Healing by Large and The Healing 
Light by Sanford. 

L. VERNON PEVERILL 
Marion, Va. 


The reviewer states, “Evidence to 
support the doctrine (i.e. the linking 
of sanctification and healing) is not 
adequate.” What is holiness but 
wholeness and health? 

All who doubt that healing is for 
this age could by a simple experiment 
prove to themselves that God “heals 
all our diseases” if they have faith. 


FRED H. RuscH 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Psalms and Hymns 


It seems to me that according to the 
rules of the July article, “What Hymns 
Are Good?” the ‘Psalms are not very 
good church music. 

MarTIN P. SIMON 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Harold’s Answer 


In reading the article, “An Answer 
for Harold,” I was shocked that you 
would print such false teaching on 
how to come to know God. The author 
quotes the seeking soul as saying, 
“God, here I am.” No mention was 
made of the Christ who said, “No 
man cometh unto the Father but by 
me” (John 14:6). 

Mrs. MERLE Way 
Tucson, Ariz. 


I am concerned with his character- 
ization of terms such as justification, 
sanctification, and» atonement as con- 
stituting theological language which is 
“out of date,” “double-talk,” “finely- 
worded cliches” and “gobbledygook.” 
Are not these three terms the reason- 
ably accurate renderings of original 
words inspired by the Holy Spirit? Did 
He inspire the biblical writers to pen 
“gobbledygook”? 

W. E. BELL, JR. 
Dallas, Texas 


Bully for ETERNITY! You are to be 
commended for realistic journalism 
and a willingness to pioneer at the 
risk of being misunderstood and mis- 
quoted. 

My waking hours are taken up 
mostly with business associates who 
are unsympathetic to my church life, 
and I have long known that theological 
terminology is just so much unintelli- 
gible gibberish. 

After 30 years of wandering in the 
miasma of evangelical fundamental- 
ism’s patois, I am discovering a new 
meaning in the “simplicity that is in 
Christ” of which Paul wrote. This 
article has given ‘substance to the 
form which has been disturbing my 
thinking a considerable time now. 

It is disconcerting to find there is 
in evangelicalism today a commonly 
accepted stylized formalism of words 
as onerous and suffocating as any 
ritualistic ceremonies and sacraments, 
liturgies and litanies. This allegiance 
to words seems, at times, to tolerate 
any amount of drivel, repetition, in- 
sult and downright boorishness so 
long as it is given a semblance of 
respectability with the sacredness ,of 
scriptural expressions. 


ROBERT J. CURRAN, JR. 
Audubon, N. J. 


Is It Worth Saving? 


There is an increasing emphasis in 
print and via radio to back a crusade 
to save America from Communism. 
But I ask the question, “Is the Amer- 
ica of today worth saving from Com- 
munism?” 

We have three times as many in 
our penitentiaries as we have students 
in colleges. We spend more on dog 
and cat food than our missionaries 
receive in support. Last year the top 
Hollywood “Oscars” went to actors 
and pictures glorifying incest and pros- 
titution. 





We need not be defeatist in all of 
this. Although America is undoubtedly 
facing the judgment of God, don’t 
forget that these conditions today do 
not find God lying on His back, im- 


potent with Communist demons 
prancing about in glee. Our God is 
alive and master of the situation. 


FRANCIS W. ANDERSON 
Seattle, Wash. 


Forgotten Roommate 


Your reviewer of David Otis Ful- 
ler’s Valiant for the Truth gives him 
credit for what properly belongs to 
his seminary roommate, Rev. Henry 
Coray. It was Coray and not Fuller 
who wrote the “captivating” biograph- 
ical sketches. Coray is one of the 
most skillful and mature writers in 
the circle of evangelical Christians and 
deserved mention. 

CHARLES J. MILLER 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


No Real Solution 


“What’s Wrong in South Africa” 
bears the mark of sincerity, but offers 
no real solution. 

The best friends of the Negroid 
race are those who recognize both 
the nature and the extent of their 
capacities and who are aware that to 
create or maintain a civilization is not 
within their scope. Apartheid is far 
from perfect, but it may prove to be 
eventually a far saner solution than 
either miscegenation or black dictator- 
ship. 

R. KENT EARLS 
Cobden, Ont. 


Back Copies Wanted 


We need back copies of ETERNITY 
Magazine that we can ship to Chris- 
tian workers overseas. We have a rec- 
ord of one man in Nigeria reading 
ETERNITY and making a decision for 
Christ. Now he writes us asking for 
a whole year’s issues as he has eleven 
friends that would take one and read 
it and then exchange until all twelve 
have read the magazine. 

This is only a sample of the re- 
quests for help we are receiving. A 
chaplain in the U. S. Army has asked 
for complete files from as far back as 
any that can be found. 

If you have any ETERNITY Maga- 
zines that you would like to have put 
to good use, write us and we will 
supply you with postal labels which 
carry preferred mailing rates. 


LoGAN PAPWORTH 
Christian Salvage Mission, Inc. 
Howell, Mich. 
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D. Reginald Thomas 
New speaker of 
The Bible Study Hour 





Im NOT 
ASHAMED _ . 
of the gospel of Christ 


These words have been the foundation of The Bible Study Hour since its 
first broadcast on March 6, 1949. Every word that has been uttered has 
echoed this bold declaration of the Apostle Paul, “I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ!” In Dr. Barnhouse’s early messages from the first 
chapter of Romans, Paul’s words rang out as the standard for the twelve 
years of courageous and faithful teaching of God’s Word which followed. 


Now, our Lord has raised up His new servant who will, on September 24, 
take these same words of Paul to affirm his purpose in continuing the 
ministry of The Bible Study Hour, which is to build squarely upon the 
foundation which Dr. Barnhouse laid so firmly: the sovereignty of God, 
the authority of the Scriptures, and the Person and Work of Jesus Christ 


as Lord and only Saviour. 


With his first broadeast, Dr. D. Reginald Thomas will begin ‘a series of 
four introductory messages, under the general title, “Witnesses for Christ.” 
In succeeding weeks, he will present a series of five unique messages on 
the Ark of the Covenant. . 


Be sure to hear these first messages of Dr. Thomas 
WITNESSES FOR CHRIST 


September 24—“I Am Not Ashamed” 

October 1—“So Near—So Far” 

October 8—“Five Kings in a Cave” 

October 15—“Come and See! We Have Found 
Christ!” 


THE ARK OF THE COVENANT 


October 22—“The Ark—A Symbol of Jesus 
Christ” 

October 29—“The Ark—A Symbol of The Holy 
Spirit” 

November 5—“The Ark—A Symbol of Faith” 

November 12—“The Ark—A Symbol of The 
Church” 

November 19—“The Ark—A Symbol of The 
Scriptures” 














EDITORIALS 





Where the Communists Got Their Strategy 


For the last three years or so, Com- 
munists have been using a forgery 
technique to sow distrust among the 
Western allies or between the West 
and the still semi-neutral nations of 
the world. “Secret” documents have 
suddenly appeared purporting to be 
dispatches from the United States 
Secretary of State, Secretary of the 
Army, or from United States embass- 
ies abroad. These documents discuss 
supposed U.S. underhanded moves to 
take advantage of the friendships of 
neutral nations or to undermine the 
United States’ allies. 

Though each of these documents 
has been demonstrated to be a forgery, 
they have created some uneasy mo- 
ments of.suspicion, resentment and bit- 
terness until the matter has been 
cleared up. This, of course, is what 
Communism wants—to foster and 
maintain disharmony between those 
groups which should be friendly. It 
is done by forgery, innuendo, derog- 
atory insinuation that the Western al- 
lies are not really allied, or that they 
are trying to “pull a fast one” with 
those weaker powers who look to them 
for moral support. 

There is, of course, a spiritual par- 
allel to this modern experiment in 
subversion. Communism has learned 
its techniques well from the master of 
darkness himself, the devil. For, long 
before Communism was ever thought 
of, Satan was sowing seeds of discord 
and casting improper reflections on 
God’s justice and faithfulness. He sug- 
gested to Eve that God was “holding 
out on” her and her husband; that 
they were not getting all the benefits 
that were due them. 

In our everyday lives, we frequently 
sense this same subtle, diabolic tech- 
nique as Satan tries by forgery and 
innuendo to suggest that God is prov- 
ing untrue to us. He points to certain 
circumstances in your life which sup- 
posedly indicate a lack of interest on 
the part of God: sickness, loss of a 
job, friction in the home, etc. And 
then, Satan says, “If God really cared, 
do you thik He would allow this to 
happen to you?” This is the same 
clever forgery technique now used by 
Communists. For the devil knows that 
if he can get you to look at circum- 
stances, situations, documents, things 
—instead of maintaining confidence 
in God’s never-changing Word, he has 


4 


gained a strategic foothold in your 
life which will not be broken until 
you discover that his claims are for- 
geries. 

How we need to turn a deaf ear to 


this prince of darkness and realize 
that God’s faithfulness to His own is 
never-changing. “The steadfast love 
of the Lord never ceases; His mercies 
never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is thy faithful- 
ness” (Lam. 3:22, 23). After all, it 
is because God does care that He allows 
certain things to come to each of us. 

It is still true, however, that all these 
things work together for good to those 
who love the Lord and are the called 
according to His purpose (Rom. 
8:28). 
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(This editorial is reprinted from the March 1937 issue of Revelation) 





30 YEARS OF EDITORIALS 
BY DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


God’s Cure for Loneliness 


God said in the beginning that it 
was not good for man to be alone 
(Gen. 2:18). This word applies, of 
course, to every member of the hu- 
man race. It cannot at all be limited 
to man’s need of a helpmeet. The hy- 
pochondriac who does not desire the 
company of other human beings is 
considered abnormal both in medi- 
cine and psychology. Man must have 
companionship. 

Our civilization frequently makes 
for cases of loneliness, especially in a 
great city, and there can be no greater 
loneliness than a person who is in the 
midst of a crowd and who knows no 
one. 

The Lord Jesus knew this need of 
men. This is certainly the reason why 
He put His hand upon the leper when 
He cleansed him. This is one of the 
most wonderful illustrations of the 
compassion of our Lord. The leper 
had been forced to live outside the 
city wall. His food was brought to 
him and poured out in his vessel. The 
hands he loved could not touch him. 
He knew no human touch. Christ, of 
course, could have healed him with- 
out touching him. Many persons were 
so healed, but in this particular case 
Christ met not only the need of the 
body but the loneliness of his heart. 
The man who had been “alone as a 
sparrow upon the housetop” (Ps. 102: 
7) now felt a human hand and could 
go back to the touch of those he loved. 

We were once in the home of an old 
man who wept because of his loneli- 
ness. He told of going out to the 
cemetery where his last loved one lay 
buried and of crying in loneliness at 


the tomb. He told of putting the key 
into the front door of his house, 
knowing that the loneliness of his 
heart was as great as the empty lone- 
liness of the house where no one 
dwelt but himself. 

We pointed out to this believer that 
Christ was able to meet his need 
(though we made a mental reserva- 
tion to tell his friends to speak to 
him a little oftener, call on him a little 
more frequently, include him in their 
plans from time to time). The gift of 
companionship which we may give to 
others is at the same time the most 
inexpensive and the most costly gift 
we can bestow. It is inexpensive for 
it costs us nothing financially but it 
is costly for it takes our very self. 

But our Lord has _ frequently 
strengthened hearts to endure the most 
utter human loneliness, strong in the 
communion and fellowship of the 
Lord. Christ dwelling in our hearts is 
very real. The one who is truly born 
again should have no difficulty in find- 
ing human fellowship in the midst of 
likeminded believers. This was one of 
the purposes of the gospel. “That 
which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: and truly our fel- 
lowship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ. And these things 
write we unto you that your joy may 
be full” (1 John 1:3, 4). Here is the 
double fellowship, human and divine. 
A single truth in double form or a 
double truth in a single verse. The 
true spiritual understanding of this 
verse will end loneliness in any human 
heart. 
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How to Lose Weight 
the Hard Way 


Americans are increasingly weight 
conscious. Drug stores display tablets, 
chewing gums, liquids and powders, all 
guaranteed to help you reduce. Dime 
stores sell calorie counters and paper- 
backs on How to Lose Ten Pounds in 
Ten Days. Appliance stores sell exer- 
cycles, electric massaging equipment 
and other devices designed to remove 
extra poundage. So it was inevitable 
that, sooner or later, someone would 
come up with prayer as a mechanism 
for shedding pounds. 

Thus, the book, 7 Prayed Myself 
Slim, was advertised in the New York 
Times recently. The author, Deborah 
Pierce, was once overweight but, 
through prayer, she lost 82 pounds in 
ten months. As a result, the usual 
“success story” follows: she became 
one of the most popular girls on 
campus, appeared in theatricals and 
television, won beauty contests and 
became a_ successful model. The 
“pitch” comes when the advertise- 
ment tells the reader that Debbie’s 
secret of prayerful dieting is available 
in the book—plus the very prayers she 
used printed in the text. All for less 
than $3.00. 

Unquestionably, prayer can help in 
diet control. Some of you will remem- 
ber the story Dr. Barnhouse told of 
himself over a Bible Study Hour 
broadcast. He had become 30 pounds 
overweight and the Holy Spirit con- 
victed him of the sin of gluttony. He 
confessed to the Lord that his com- 
pulsive eating was a sin and asked 
forgiveness, claiming the promise of 
I John 1:9. Thereafter, whenever he 
came to the table, he asked for grace 
to eat moderately. 

Breaking the over-eating habit is 
not easy, but when it is done for the 
glory of Jesus Christ, in obedience to 
His commands and with prayerful de- 
pendence upon His power to help, it is 
possible to lose weight. And, it can be 
done without reference to patent medi- 
cines, books on weight reduction, 
mechanical devices—or even volumes 
on how to pray yourself slim. All it 
takes is a willingness to bring every 
thought into subjection to the obedi- 
ence of Christ. 


Who’s Normal 
and Well Adjusted? 


All sorts of studies have been made, 
and books published, to describe the 
neurotic and ‘psychotic behavior of 
human beings. Specialists go to great 
lengths to tell us how the maladjusted 
individual should act. But few of these 
mental experts have tried to dissect 
the “normal” person to outline his 
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Christian Herald 

Industrial Missions in China . 
27 East 39th Street * Room 34 
New York 16, N.¥% 


MY NAME. cccccccccccccccccscccccoses 


ADDRESS. .cccccccccccesccccccccccccce 


CITY, ZONE, STATE. .cccccccccccccccece 
YOUR GIFT IS T 


Z 






SOMEONE 
TO LOVE US 


_ Hand in hand, frightened hungry children 
* walk along an unfriendly street. No one stops 
to see if they need help. Thousands of these 
children find their way into the British Colony 
of Hong Kong, 









, Just four miles over the mountain, is the 
border of Red China. On this side of the 
mountain is Freedom. Here there is Christian 
Herald to answer the sobs of these children, 
They are given food, clothing and schooling, 
More than these, they are given a real home 
to take away the sting of loneliness, 


Do you want to help a little girl or a little’ 
boy? Would you like to have a stake in 

tomorrow? You can build a rainbow of peace, 

with one end on the border of China and the 

other on your own doorstep. You can keep 

them well and happy—keep them from being 

little beggars on the street, You can save 

them for leadership in their country, 


Ten dollars a month is all it takes to “adopt” 
one of these little ragged waifs, You will 
receive a picture of “your” child as soon as 
he is assigned to you. You will learn of his 
history and background. You will be able to 
correspond directly with your “adoptee”’. A? 
any time you may cancel this arrangement, 
Nothing binds you but the heartstrings of @ 
child, You don’t have to send a year's supe 
port now—not even six months, 


Just ten dollars—so that we can tell one more 
child somebody wants him, The need is urgent 
—there are many more homeless, hungry 
parentless waifs. We must not fail them) 
Will you help now? 


WON'T YOU MAIL 
THIS COUPON TODAY? 
Ww 


Please enroll:me as a “sponsor” for a 
homeless child and send my child's 
picture and case history as soon as 
possible. 


T enclose $10 as my first month’s 
gift. I will endeavor to give $10 
each month but I understand I 
may cancel the arrangement at 
any time. 


oO I enclose $120 for a full year’s 

care. 

oO I cannot provide complete sup- 
rt for a:child, but I wish to 
ve a share. Please accept my 

gift in the t of $ 
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‘(DECISION 


THE MAN, HIS MESSAGE AND HIS METHODS 


as reported by DAVE GARROWAY 


The Billy Graham Story . . . for the first time, a behind- 
the-scenes account of the spiritual Crusades which 
‘ God is using to stir whole Continents. Whether scenes 

| of the great historic stadium crowds gathered in world 
capitols, or rare intimate glimpses of the men compris- 
ing the Billy Graham Team, you will be richly inspired 
by “what God hath wrought” in answer to prayer for 
Revival In Our Time. 

Be the first to show ‘‘Decade of Decision" in your community. 
Premieres of all new Billy Graham films are scheduled exclusively by 
your Billy Graham Film Representative. Other current releases 
are available through your local World Wide Pictures rental library. 


Seen ean ee aes seennne 









Distribution Office: 
1313 Hennepin Ave. 
P1313 Henne 3, Minnesota 


For full information write 


WORLD WIDE PICTURES 





behavior patterns. To remedy this situa- 
tion, the American Psychiatric Asso- 
ciation recently came to grips with the 
problem and set forth the character- 
istics which best portray normality. 

The normal man is a happy-go-lucky 
fellow who gets along well with 
others. His home and marital life are 
happy and contented; no strife. He 
likes his job and earns from $3,000 
to $10,000 a year. But at the same 
time, he is uncreative, unambitious, 
unimaginative, has few outside inter- 
ests, and has a strong tendency to get 
into a rut and stay there. 

In the light of these characteristics, 
where would our world be today if we 
had had only “normal” people in our 
history? Our scientific progress, de- 
pendent upon “unimaginative, uncre- 
ative” men, would never have risen to 
its contemporary heights. Many of the 
modern conveniences of the home, 
office and shop would not exist had 
not a few “abnormal” men shown a 
creative initiative to invent them. 

And what about our Christian 
faith? Surely, as we look back over the 
history of the Church, we find many 
leaders who could hardly be charac- 
terized by the term “normal” in the 
sense that the American Psychiatric 
Association defines it. Luther, Calvin, 
Zwingli, Knox, Wesley could hardly 
have been called “normal” men by 
contemporary standards. Or, back far- 
ther: Peter, Paul, John, James would 
probably be considered “odd balls” 
by modern American psychiatrists. Of 
course, there are some folk in the 
Church who are “way out,” and who 
make Christianity something of a 
laughing stock. This is unfortunate. 
But, most of us need not be disturbed 
if the world thinks we have a few 
nuts, bolts and screws loose occasion- 
ally, provided our Lord Jesus Christ 
is being glorified. After all, God’s 
standard of normality may not neces- 
sarily coincide with that of the Ameri- 
can Psychiatric Association. 














Eastern Announces the Inauguration of 
THOMAS B. McDORMAND, Th.D., D.D. 
as President 


Dr. McDormand comes to Eastern with a distinguished 
career as an administrator, author, educator, and pas- 
tor. He most recently served as Executive Vice Presi- 
dent of Acadia University, Nova Scotia, Canada, and 
General Chairman of the Baptist Jubilee Advance. 


Dr. McDormand comes determined to maintain the 
high purposes set by the founders of Eastern. 
EASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE 

St. Davids, Pennsylvania 





THE EASTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Philadelphia 51, Pennsylvania 
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ETERNITY 


A Profile of the New Bible Study Hour Speaker by Russell T. Hitt 


Lntroducing 


REGINALD 
TTHOMAS 


A LONDON-BORN Welshman whose 
preaching has already stirred a wid- 
ening throng in the East has been 
selected as the successor to Donald 
Grey Barnhouse as the speaker on 
the NBC radio program, the Bible 
Study Hour. 

Little known to Americans when 
he arrived in this country a little more 
than six years ago, Dr. D. Reginald | 
Thomas, minister of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Germantown in 
Philadelphia, has now become a 
household name in many Philadel- 
phia area homes. His preaching has 
made a one-time community church 
one of the most popular preaching 
centers in the city. Many have come 
to know Reginald Thomas through his own local radio 
program, “The Pastor’s Study.” Through his appear- 
ances at some of the leading Bible conference centers 
he has gained still more friends. His first book, Love 
So Amazing, recently published by Revell, has had an 
acceptance from readers across the country. 

Like so many men of Welsh extraction who honor 
the patron saint of Wales, Reginald Thomas’s first 
name is “David,” but he seldom uses it except in 
oblique autobiographical references in his book. 

David Reginald Thomas comes from a devout family 
of Welsh “exiles” who settled in London but refused 
to take on English ways. They brought with them 
their language, their beautiful hymns, and their deep 
faith to their own cultural “island” in sprawling Lon- 
don. The exiles were staunch Presbyterians whose 
Calvinism had been tempered by the warmth of the 
Welsh Revival. 

Reginald was born in Soho, London’s theater and 
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night club district, only a few steps 
from Piccadilly, September 3, 1914. 
He was the only child of James and 
Elizabeth Thomas, who operated a 
little downtown dairy to eke out a 
living. The Thomas home was a gath- 
ering place of the Welsh exiles in 
London. There on Sunday nights their 
countrymen gathered to discuss the 
sermon they had heard at the Welsh 
Presbyterian Church in Charing Cross 
Road earlier in the day. And they 
would sing! Fortunately the bobbies 
who strolled the beat were tolerant 
men. They knew that the Welshmen 
laughing and singing until after mid- 
night were harmless. “Those crazy 
Welshmen,” the London policemen 
would snort, then shake their heads and move on. 

In these Sunday night gatherings, young Reginald 
—-still only a boy of seven—mounted the miniature 
pulpit his parents had given- him for his birthday and 
conduct a complete church service, providing enter- 
tainment for the Sunday night crowds. 

Nearly every Sunday afternoon the Thomas family 
journeyed across London to the slums of the notori- 
ous Poplar District of the East End to lend a hand in 
the mission hall operated by a dedicated Welsh wo- 
man named Ellen Roberts. Here young Reginald, 
still only a nominal Presbyterian church member who 
had not yet come face to face with Christ, taught 
Sunday school. The mission halls of Britain which do 
not have an exact counterpart in America have been 
proving grounds of many British Christian leaders. It 
was in this very East End mission hall that Reginald 
Thomas preached his first sermon when he was 18. 

But before that important occasion, the young 











Welshman was caught in a web of conflicting desires. 
Strong upon him were the influences of his parents 
and relatives who placed their faith above everything 
else in their lives. Yet there were other forces that 
pulled from within and from without. When he was 
only 12, Reginald had won an elocution prize in a 
contest that had attracted young people from all over 
Britain. The environment of Soho had its influence, too, 
for by that time young Reginald had developed an 
intense love of the theater. A member of an amateur 
theatrical group, he lived only for the stage. The 
ministry was far from his thoughts. 

While he was still a youth, Reginald lost his father, 
but family finances permitted him to enroll in the 
University College of Wales at Aberystwyth. He pur- 
sued his undergraduate work there, but the dominating 
interest of his life were the plays in which he took 
part. Most of his friends at this period in his life were 
certain that Reggie would become a professional actor. 

In his heart there was a rising struggle. Increasingly 
he became aware that the doctrines of his childhood 
must become meaningful in his life. There was nothing 
very dramatic about the continuing struggle in his 
heart, but there came the day when he recognized 
that he belonged to Jesus Christ. 


CALL TO THE MINISTRY 


He was nearly 18 when he took another step. He 
increasingly felt within himself that God was calling 
him into the ministry. With a lingering look, he turned 
his back upon his stage career and decided to enter 
the Theological College. 

Since the Welsh “D.P.’s” of London wanted no part 
of English culture or religion, they had their own 
Presbytery of London, a part of the Presbyterian 
Church of Wales. The ten or more Welsh churches 
making up the presbytery finally took young Reginald 
“under their care,” hearing him preach in each one 
of their pulpits. 

Between terms at the Theological College, he re- 
turned to London, seeking to learn as much about 
preaching as he had earlier sought to know about 
acting. He commenced what he still regards as his 
principal “hobby”—preaching. Not only preaching 
himself at every opportunity, but listening to the great 
preachers of his day. 

During his young manhood the young theolog heard 
some of the greatest voices of British Christianity of 
his day. Not all were of the same theological stripe, 
but each man contributed something to Reginald 
Thomas and his deepening desire to be a great pul- 
piteer. At Westminster Chapel he went again and 
again to sit at the feet of G. Campbell Morgan, whose 








great ability to handle the Scriptures profoundly 
changed young Thomas’ own thinking on biblical 
preaching. There were others, too, like Leslie Weather- 
head, whose theology was more liberal, but one parti- 
cularly adept in conducting public worship and silent 
prayer. Then there were men like W. E. Sangster, 
Peter Hughes Griffiths, Donald Soper, Townley Lord, 
Dinsdale Young and even the physician-turned- 
preacher, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones who one day would 
succeed Campbell Morgan in Westminster Chapel. 
Thomas was particularly interested in Lloyd-Jones 
because the latter had married Reginald’s cousin, 
Bethan. Another cousin, Bethan’s brother, had become 
a widely known Welsh churchman. He was the Rev. 














Pictures on this and the preceding page show Dr. Thomas, his wife 
Gwyneth and their Welsh terrier Taffy at their Chestnut Hill home. 


Ieuan Phillips, for a time superintendent of the For- 
ward Movement in the Presbyterian Church of Wales. 

When World War II broke out, Reginald was at- 
tending the Theological College, but on his journeys 
home to London he spent most of his time on Platform 
2 of the Oxford Circus station of the Underground. 
During the bombings of London, he slept on a sort 
of shelf, or waited out the days of terror. His desire to 
enter the chaplaincy never materialized even though 
he was enrolled in the Officers Training Course. 

During the war years a Red Cross worker named 
Gwyneth Lewis came across his path. Before long 
their friendship ripened into courtship. She decided 
that she would forsake her plans for a career in nurs- 
ing to become a minister’s wife. 

Her father was a celebrated Welsh tenor who be- 
came widely known as a singing coach. At the great 
musical event of Wales, the Eisteddfod, it was usually 
the singers trained by Evan Lewis who won the awards. 
Unlike her husband, Mrs. Thomas speaks Welsh 
fluently. She recalls the reaction of an old Welsh 
farmer friend who was asking about her husband. 

“Does he speak Welsh?” he asked. 

“Well, he understands it,” she explained protec- 
tively, “but he can’t speak it.” 

“T have a dog like that,” said the farmer, with 
contempt for the London-born Welshman who had 
never learned his “mother tongue.” 

The year 1944 was a banner one for Reginald 
Thomas. He completed his theological training at Bala 
Theological College where he had spent a year of 


October 1961 








“residency” after the three-year course at Aberstwyth; 
was ordained at the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church of Wales; received a call as minister 
to the Argyle Presbyterian Church at Swansea; and 
was married to Gwyneth Lewis! 

Then followed four busy, happy years at Swansea 
before Thomas was called to the pulpit of the Presby- 
terian Church at Llandinam, one of the most promi- 
nent churches of the Presbyterian Church of Wales. It 
was there that he became Chaplain to the High Sheriff 
of Montgomeryshire. When Her Majesty’s judges came 
to Llandinam to hold court, the High Sheriff sat on one 
side of the judge and the Chaplain on the other. Thus 
British pomp invaded the principality where the clan- 
nish Welsh cherish the idea that only they and the 
American colonists ever really defeated the English in 
battle. Later on, Dr. Thomas was elected moderator of 
the Montgomeryshire Presbytery and chosen as a repre- 
sentative of the Presbyterian Church of Wales at the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
in Evanston in 1954. 

At both Swansea and Llandinam his Sunday morn- 
ing messages were broadcast on several occasions by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation network. Later 
BBC officials asked him to conduct a series of mes- 
sages geared to unchurched listeners. 

Dr. Thomas had made a brief visit to the United 
States in 1952, but when he came again for the W.C.C. 
meetings in the summer of 1954, he served as a pul- 
pit supply at the First Presbyterian Church of Ger- 
mantown. The Philadelphia church which had been 
seeking a minister for three years called him to their 
pulpit in February, 1955. ‘ 

Since he has come to the United States, Dr. Thomas 
has fallen in love with his adopted land. He and Mrs. 
Thomas have applied for citizenship and expect to 











remain here the rest of their lives. So deeply has his 
interest in American history developed that he wrote 
and produced a color motion picture at Valley Forge 
entitled, ““Land Where Our Fathers Died.” 


His idea of a pastor’s duties contrasts sharply with . 


the widely prevalent American concept. First of all, 
he feels that his principal job, as a minister of Jesus 
Christ and a prophet of God, is to “speak and preach 
the Word of God so that the people in the pew can 
understand it.” 

Because of these convictions about preaching, 
he is meticulous about his sermon preparation 
“there are those who say it contains the Word of God. 
I say it is the Word of God.” 

He has little time for preachers who read their 
sermons. He feels that a message should flow from 
him with proper gestures and intonations that drive 
home the truth. He says preaching is something like 
serving a meal. “It’s important that the table be well 
set, the linens clean, the silver shining and that the 
meal be properly served.” 

Dr. Thomas spends much time in both pastoral call- 
ing and personal counseling in his study. He prefers 
the latter, feeling that he “gets to” people much more 





A poor widow in rural 
Scotland, who had no 
electricity in her house, al- 
lowed herself the great 
luxury of a half-hour’s can- 
dle light each evening in 
order to read her Bible. She 
learned how far the candle 
would burn in half an 
hour, and marked the length 
on the candle before begin- 
ning. This enabled her to 
read, blow out the light and 
meditate, and then light 
the candle again to con- 
tinue, in this fashion, until 
the limit for the evening 
was reached. Such a method 
of reading the Bible, with 
plenty of periods for medi- 
tation, will do more to give 
real knowledge of the 
divine Word than will the 
arduous labors of the deep- 
est scholar. It is the de- 
voted heart who can extract 
the pure honey from the 
honeycomb. 
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effectively in counseling sessions rather than “balanc- 
ing a teacup” in homes. 

He leaves the business affairs of the church to his 
session, board of trustees, and an efficient staff. He 
actually attends the trustees’ meetings only once a 
year, keeping in touch with the major matters through 
his associate, William J. Barrows, the church’s business 
manager. 


WHAT IS A MINISTER? 


He is strongly allergic to the concept that the min- 
ister should be a good fellow “who paints Sunday 
school rooms to be one of the gang.” “I was called to 
be a preacher, not a janitor,” he says firmly. He feels 
that fund-raising and the business of the church should 
be handled by someone other than God’s prophet. 

His wife admits that his janitorial attitudes extend 
to the home. “If he were to pound a nail in the wall, 
the wall would fall down,” she says. She feels the same 
way about his working in the kitchen. One time when 
she was ill, her devoted husband tried feebly to pre- 
pare the dinner. His efforts were so pathetic, she arose 
from her sick bed to finish preparation of the family 
meal. 

The Thomases have no children. Their only pet is 
what you might expect—a Welsh terrier named Taffy. 
Mrs. Thomas also spends much time in hospital visit- 
ing, and she teaches in the kindergarten department 
of the Sunday school. “She’s in everything, but presi- 
dent of nothing,” her husband declares explaining his 
concept of the role of a pastor’s wife. 

Active in the Philadelphia Presbytery, Dr. Thomas 
prides himself on being a strong churchman. While he 
believes in carefully considering the pronouncements of 
his denomination, it does not mean he slavishly follows 
the party line. “That would not be Protestant, and it 
certainly would not be Presbyterian.” 

Even though he is a close friend of Eugene Carson 
Blake, Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. Thomas has deep questions about church 
mergers and does not believe in a “one-world church.” 
Instead he believes in inter-communion, believing that 
denominations should recognize the ordinations of min- 
isters in other groups. 

Dr. Thomas loves the King James Bible for its poetry 
and beauty, but believes that contemporary versions 
of the Scriptures, like the New English Bible, are 
important, because “they speak more to this gen- 
eration.” 

That explains his deepest urge that seems to drive 
him incessantly. Energetic, even impatient, he seems to 
have but one life goal—to make the Word of God 
known to men. 


ETERNITY 








COME OUT, COME IN is the message of the Church for today, even as it was the challenge of Moses for the children of Israel in 


Egypt. Come out of Egypt, come in to Canaan; come out of bondage, come in to the joy of full submission to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


By D. REGINALD THOMAS 


CHRIST IS NOT DONE WITH US 


= THE ISRAELITES, we fear change. We are reluc- 
tant to accept it in our own spiritual experience. 
The complaints of the Israelites as they journeyed 
from slavery to freedom are apt illustrations of our 
own unwillingness to yield to the Holy Spirit. They 
started out from Egypt with trust in God and enthu- 
siasm for the enterprise. So it was with us when first 
we surrendered to Christ. 

But between Egypt and Canaan there was a long, 
wearisome trek. The first thrill of the exodus wore off 
and faced with risk and hardship, the Israelites re- 
gretted ever having started out. So it is with us. We 
lose the first joy of conversion in the long disciplinary 
pilgrimage to sanctification. Once we used to glance 
backward for inspiration. Now our backward looks 
become long and lingering. We lose the rapture of the 
forward look and yearn for things as they used to be. 

Knowing there could be no turning back, the 
Israelites changed their request of Moses. They asked 
to be allowed to stop short of Canaan. “Wherefore, 
said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let 
this land be given to thy servants for a possession, 
and bring us not over Jordan” (Num. 32:5). They 
had reached Jazer, a place rich in fertile soil. “We 
beg you—no further,” they pleaded with Moses. “We 
will settle for this.” 

So it is with us. We too come to realize there is no 
turning back. You cannot submit your life to Christ 
and ever again be as though you had not done so. 

But Christ is not done with us at conversion. After 
the new birth there must be growth. The Master re- 
quires us to come out of one situation to bring us to 
another, larger in opportunity; out of one experience 
to another, richer in content. But fearing what the 
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end may be, like Israel, we determine to have some 
say as to how far we will go. 

“After all,” we argue, “we must be reasonable 
about this. If Christ brings us to a greater awareness 
of His love we will become more loving; then people 
will take advantage of us.” The prospect frightens us. 

“If Christ brings us to a more virile witness in His 
name we will stand head and shoulders above our 
fellows; then people will throw things.” The thought 
petrifies us. 

“If we walk more closely with God some of our 
friends will abandon us; this might mean the loss of 
good prospects.” The suggestion horrifies us. 

So like Israel we look for a Jazer, a place where we 
can worship and serve without undue discomfort and 
cost. There we dig in our heels. 

Because we fear the change Christ may effect in us, 
we are content to be less than He intends us to be; 
content to possess less than He intends us to possess. 

I will never forget my first night under canvas. The 
Scout troop to which I belonged had spent some time 
studying the theories of camping. Now for two weeks 
on the Isle of Wight we were to put theory into 
practice. We marked out the site, pitched tents, lit 
the fires, and prepared the evening meal. The troop 
leader was delighted with our prowess. Then tired 
from travel and excitement, we laced up the tent flaps 
and settled down in drowsy comfort. 

In the early hours the storm broke. The wind howled 
in from the sea, whipping the pegs out of soil softened 
by the rain. We clung desperately to the poles as the 
tents caught the gusts like parachutes. After a great 
deal of amateurish struggle we winded them. We were 
soaked; our kit was soaked; our spirits were damp. 
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Our leader struck up the song, “Are we downhearted? 
No.'‘No. No.” He found himself singing a solo. 

In the early light of morning we found a new site 
and made camp again. The new day came, soft and 
sunny like a winsome child apologizing for a prank. 
We forgave. We stayed. We soon discovered the site 
to which we had been driven so unceremoniously was 
far more satisfactory than the first. Tall trees shaded 
us from the afternoon sun. At night they took the 
punch out of the winds from the sea. And—not the 
least important advantage to a group of boys—the 
farm from which we obtained our supplies was ad- 
jacent to the camp. 

This is how God deals with us. When we have 
pitched our tents at a place of our choosing, He bids 
us strike them again. We refuse? Then He strikes them 
for us. But when the storm is past we see that what 
we thought brutal was benevolent; what appeared 
painful coercion was, in fact, providential guidance. 
Through experiences like these we learn that, through 
change, God works out definite and designed results. 
He brings us to safer ground. 


If PAYS TO OBEY 


When Moses called the Israelites out of Egypt they 
obeyed promptly. The risk was gladly taken. The 
bruises and indignities inflicted by their enemies still 
hurt in body and mind. In other words, they could 
obey God’s call without any conflict of self-interest. 
It paid them to obey. 

Later in the pilgrimage when the wounds had 
healed, the benefits to be gained by obedience were 
not so apparent. Obedience and self-interest were no 
longer closely related. Then the Israelites requested 
Moses to call a halt. 

So it is with many a disciple. Here is a man, for 
example, who is struggling with a grievous fault. His 
health, finances, and home life are suffering. One 
Sunday, perhaps as a last resort, he attends a church 
service. He hears of a Saviour who forgives the vilest 
and who frees men from the bondage of sin. “This is 
for me,” he says and driven by sheer desperation, 
gives his heart to Christ. Self-interest has motivated his 
desire to change. He will recover his health, improve 
his bank balance, and regain the affection of his loved 
ones. 

But the further he goes in the Christian life, the 
less help will he get from self-interest. Like Israel, 
he wished to break with a certain bondage. This he 


This article is condensed from a chapter in Dr. Thomas's 
recent book entitled “Love So Amazing,” published by the 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 


achieves through temperance and industry. But Christ 
calls him further than that; He calls him on to truth, 
humility, and holiness. Duty and self-interest are now 
no longer in sympathy. Eagerness gives place to re- 
luctance. The love that once had wooed a ready 
heart must now deal sternly with an unwilling heart. 
This man must be shown that it is possible for him 
to do the will of God independently of gain. So a per- 
sistent, bewildering, and unsettling providence nudges 
him into one situation after another until he learns 
that those who lean on Christ are independent of the 
supporting props of self-interest. 

When Saul said, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” I doubt he anticipated the outcome. He had 
established a reputation as a persecutor of Christians. 
It was common knowledge he had assisted in the 
death of at least one of them. When he became a 
Christian it would have been natural for him to 
decide on the wisdom of an unobtrusive discipleship. 
But when a life is submitted to Christ there is no 
knowing what He will do to it, or to what lengths He 
will take it. So Saul, who sought to silence the gospel 
sound, became its preacher. 

The first intimation of his future as Christ’s man 
must have been disconcerting, to say the least. His 
expectations of life as a witness for Christ must have 
alarmed him. But in circumstances more trying than 
he could have foreseen, he found contentment. It is 
the same for all who are “not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision.” The record of God’s spokesmen, be 
it Moses, be it Paul, is the record of those who have 
found peace in the very situations they tried at first to 
avoid. In a life seemingly devoid of it, they found 
contentment. 


DAVID’S EXPERIENCE 


The same experience holds true for lesser men. 
Take David, for example. I know him very well. At 
an early age his sights were set on the theater. He may 
have occasionally flirted with the idea of taking up 
medicine or law, but he certainly never intended to be 
what he is—a preacher. 

His home in the heart of London’s West End, a 
stone’s throw from Piccadilly Circus, was a mecca for 
the exiled Welsh. There, every Sunday night, they 
sang the plaintive hymns of the homeland and con- 
ducted reverent post-mortems on the day’s sermon. 
The only thing this little outpost of Wales had in com- 
mon with the neighboring night clubs was the hours it 
kept. The group always adjourned reluctantly, and 
then only because the London transport authorities 
lacked the good taste to run an all-night schedule. 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Can the Church survive the tremendous pressures put upon it by the Communists of China? What do we know about what is 
really going on behind the Bamboo Curtain? Do Christian churches still exist? And what is the future for these Christians? 


THE 
SUFFOCATION 
OF THE CHURCH 
IN RED CHINA 


By Wallace C. Merwin 





EFORE it came under Communist control, China 
B was a major mission field for American Protes- 
tant churches. More Protestant missionaries served 
there than in any other land. What has happened to 
Chinese Christians and the churches that developed 
from almost 150 years of Protestant witness since 
China became a Communist domain? 

Christian witness did not cease when the mission- 
aries left. Christian faith was not extinguished when 
an anti-religious Communist government came to 
power. The Christian church was not obliterated by 
either the loss of support from the western churches 
or the repressive measures of control that soon came 
into play. 

We do not know all we would like to about the 
church in China and individual Christians and with 


The author is executive secretary of the Far Eastern 
Office of the Division of Foreign Missions, National 
Council of Churches. 
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the passage of time information grows less, rather 
than more. Protestant missionaries have been out of 
China for years—ten years or more for most of them. 
A few who were imprisoned were released at a later 
time but had little opportunity to see what went on in 
the church. There is today, so far as we know, no 
Christian. periodical published by any church body 
in China. The last remaining publication, the maga- 
zine T’ien Feng, ceased publication more than a year 
ago. Ostensibly this was a temporary cessation and 
copies of the last few issues indicated it took place 
because of a paper shortage, but there is no evidence 
that it has resumed publication. Very few Christian 
books have been published in the period of Com- 
munist control and virtually none of the new publi- 
cations have been seen outside China. There was an 
early and drastic purge of existing Christian literature 
in Chinese. : 
In line with the general pattern, official relationships 
with other church bodies were broken off soon after 








the Communists came to power. We know of some 
slight contacts with Protestant churches in other Com- 
munist lands, particularly Hungary, with which there 
has been an exchange of visits on the part of Protes- 
tant church leaders. What little correspondence is 
carried on by individuals with relatives outside of 
China is guarded and non-committal. Occasionally a 
Chinese Christian does come out, but he often knows 
only the immediate church situation in which he has 
been involved and is generally cautious about making 
any public statement. 

We are not without information, however. From 
various sources including T’ien Feng and other Chris- 
tian periodicals when they were being published, from 
publications of the Communist government and from 
public and private letters and reports, it has been 
possible for Dr. Francis P. Jones, a former Methodist 
missionary in China, to edit for thé past ten years the 
China Bulletin, which has in brief form contained a 
unique summary of news principally related to the 
Christian church in China. Friendship Press will pub- 
lish in early 1962 a small book by Dr. Jones which 
will give one of the few comprehensive accounts of 
the church in China in the post-Communist period. 


CHURCHMEN VISIT CHINA 


There have been visits to China by Christians from 
outside—both church delegations and individuals. A 
group of British Quakers visited China in 1953 and 
published a book about their experiences. An Aus- 
tralian Anglican delegation was there in 1956 and one 
of their number, Canon James, reported his impres- 
sions in a series of magazine articles which appeared 
in this country in Episcopal Church News. A group 
of Japanese Christian leaders made an extended visit 
to many parts of China in 1957, while a group of 
Australian free churchmen were there in 1959. There 
was an exchange of visits between representatives 
of the Chinese and Indian YMCA’s several years ago. 
A substantial number of individual Christians, includ- 
ing church leaders, government officials, youth and 
scientists have visited China as members of cultural 
exchange groups from various Western nations or as 
individuals and had some opportunity to learn about 
the church and Christians there. Included among them 
were such leaders as Lutheran Bishop Rajah Mani- 
kam of India, the late Dr. Walter Freytag of Germany 
and Anglican Bishop R. O. Hall of Hong Kong. 

While such visitors have, of course, seen only what 
the government wanted them to see and talked only 
with those church leaders who could be depended upon 
to say the “proper” thing, it was still possible for the 
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discerning among them to gain some idea of the actual 
situation. 

From this considerable volume of reporting and 
observations, some public, some private and confiden- 
tial, what is the picture of the church in China that 
emerges? 

There is still a church using the forms and practices 
familiar to us but diminished in numbers and limited 
in activity. Where the churches are still open, Sunday 
morning worship is usually the only permissable form 
of Christian activity. The constitution guarantees not 
“freedom of worship,” as the Chinese term is some- 
times translated, but “freedom of belief.” The exten- 
sive system of Christian schools, hospitals and other 
agencies for Christian witness through service to needy 
humanity were very early absorbed by the govern- 
ment, since no private education or welfare work is 
permitted in a Communist state. : 

Christians who remain in positions of leadership 
at all levels of the church are compliant to and co- 
operative with the government and publicly support 
its positions without exception. Without such support, 
it goes without saying, they could not continue in 
positions of leadership. Public dissent quickly leads to 
private oblivion. 

Some would say that such support is evidence of 
apostasy. I do not believe our attitude should be one of 
condemnation. Chinese Christians are not Communists 
—they could not become party members without re- 
linquishing their faith. They are not being asked to 
deny their faithh Many have said they would die 
rather than do so, and Chinese Christians have in the 
past showed their readiness to die for their faith. They 
live under the extreme and almost irresistible pres- 
sures for conformity that are typical of the totalitarian 
state. They see considerable improvement in material 
ways and social practices over the past (as the Ger- 
mans did under Hitler). 


PRESSURES TO CONFORMITY 


Discerning Christians are conscious of the heavy 
pressures and temptations to conformity that Chris- 
tians face everywhere. The plight of the Chinese pastor 
is similar to but much more severe than that of the 
pastor in any country facing serious social injustice or 
Christian deviation that is accepted by the society in 
which he lives and even by his own church members. 
He faces the same ethical dilemima of speaking cau- 
tiously and keeping a measure of usefulness or speak- 
ing out and losing his position and any opportunity to 
influence the situation. But the pressures and penalties 
in a Communist state are much more severe. 
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Under such pressures, we may well ask if the 
organized church as we know it can long continue in 
China. While there has been a degree of acceptance of 
the Protestant church, the anti-religious position of the 
Communist party remains unchanged. The ultimate aim 
of elimination of the church is clear. This of course 
is true of every religion or movement in China that 
challenges complete domination of men’s minds by the 
party in power and the same pressures that have been 
brought to bear on the churches and Christians have 
been used with every other element in society. 


HOW MANY CHRISTIANS? 


It is impossible to know how many professing and 
practicing Protestant Christians there are in China to- 
day. The last count, by the National Christian Council 
in its 1950 Directory, indicated approximately one 
million communicants. There is evidence that this 
shrank considerably in the early years of Communist 
control but that there continued to be accessions and 
even growth for some years. Most rural churches were 
closed during the period of land reform after the 
Communists first took over and few of them re- 
opened. Now it is certain that under the commune 
system that has engulfed the entire rural population 
the organized church in rural areas has disappeared. 

Until the fall of 1957 we know of virtually no 
Protestant churches in the cities that had closed. Fol- 
lowing the “One Hundred Flowers” period, however, 
and the government’s highly organized campaign of 
retaliation against the wave of criticism that it gave 
rise to, there was a widespread purge of church leader- 
ship. This was accomplished by the customary 
Communist procedure of manipulated meetings of Chris- 
tians at national, provincial and local levels that 
ostensibly on their own initiative removed from lead- 
ership those who had participated in the general 
criticism and “voluntarily” agreed to cease such ac- 
tivities as religious meetings in homes, itinerant evan- 
gelism, faith healing and preaching concerning the 
Last Judgment or the Second Coming as inimical to 
society. 

Church leadership also “voluntarily” agreed that 
there were too many churches and that there should 
be widespread mergers of local congregations (not 
denominational mergers—the denominational struc- 
ture still continues nominally). Unneeded church prop- 
erty was given to the state to help in “the great leap 
forward.” 

In most smaller cities only a single church remained 
open. It has been impossible to learn exact figures, 
but in Peking only four churches remained open and 
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in Shanghai, of some 200 Protestant churches, report- . 
edly only twenty-one or twenty-three continued. A 
Christian who left there recently, however, claimed ' 
that only three or four churches remain open in Shang- 
hai. With the spread of the communes to the cities, 
unless this has been seriously slowed down by recent 
food problems and policy revisions on the part of the 
government, it is likely that the number of churches 
will further decrease. 

The older leadership of the church known to the 
missionaries and to the world church is with the pas- 
sing of the years disappearing from the scene. Many 
of those best known in the past have lost their posi- 
tions of leadership. Some have dropped from public 
notice and nothing is know of their situation. The four 
theological schools that have remained open (two of. 
them mergers of a number of pre-Communist schools) 
have been training only a limited number of young 
leaders and there has been a serious shortage of 
middle-aged leaders because of the limited facilities 
available during the war years. The theological schools 
presumably continue open, though there has been no 
recent report on their enrollment. Theological students 
and pastors, like everyone else, must give a consider- 
able portion of their time to “constructive labor” and 

(Continued on page 35) 








One of Germany’s most famous and awe-inspiring professors was 
entertained by a young couple in their small apartment. Their little 
daughter, about 18 months old, took to him at once, and after a while 
took off his glasses and bit him on the nose. The young father, in dis- 
may, said, “Kirsten! Wie Ehrfurchtslos!” which means something like, 
“How lacking respectful awe.” The great man replied in his deepest 
classroom and pulpit voice, “She has Vertraven—confidence and faith 
—and that is far more important than respectful awe.” This is what 
the Lord meant when He told us that we must come to Him as little 
children. We will gain the reverential awe as we go along, but it 
will always be in the framework of childish confidence and trust. 
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Of course, wives are people. Everybody knows that—everybody, that is, except their husbands. And sometimes even the wives 
themselves start wondering. Ah, but that isn’t a problem among Christian couples. Or is it? If you’re a man, ask your wife. 


Ww a young Christian woman marries a man 
who intends to spend his life serving the Lord, 
she nearly always believes that their marriage will be 
different. She believes that their enduring love and 
spiritual harmony will be a beautiful testimony to the 
world. She, who is especially idealistic, envisions her- 
self serving the Savior by her husband’s side, working 
together with him in the winning and teaching of 
souls. She believes she can bask under the strength of 
his strong Christian leadership, and yet be a part of 
him in his ministry. At last! The “twain shall be one” 
—for a lifetime of service together—‘“until death us 
do part.” 

Let’s take an actual case. A Bible college girl who 
had top grades, married a prospective preacher after 
having made an agreement with him that she would 
finish her education after marriage. Her husband 
backed out of the promise to let her finish and from 
that point on, he reigned supreme. She, desiring to 
please the Lord by keeping her sweet and submissive 
spirit, obeyed his every command, including the un- 
reasonable. She quietly endured his burning, angry 
words condemning her mistakes and belittling her 
attempts to joke and make merry. 

To the world he was an entirely different person. 
A good looking, gifted preacher, he won the hearts 
(and souls) of many members of the working classes. 
They saw in him a warm and loving Christian leader 
proclaiming the truth faithfully, and made him their 
hero. His wife quietly encouraged him from her place 
in the background. Of course, she was busy there, 
doing nearly all of the work involved in the raising 
of eight children. He was frequently away. 

What has been the end result of such a marriage 
which looked like such an ideal one on the surface to so 
many? The husband is beginning to see his gay, youth- 
ful self growing old and doesn’t like it. He finds his 
pampered emotions beyond his control and wishes for 
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the peace he sees in his 
wife. His wife has had a 
life of heartache, being 


loved little by the man ARE 
she loved dearly. She has 
an inferiority complex 
which has been instilled PEO PLE 


in her and has been al- 
By N. E. Williams 


lowed little time to make 

use of her unusual intel- 

lectual ability. Because she has been faithful, she has 
an inner tranquility, but some pain seems to be always 
there. 

Does this seem to be a ridiculously extreme case? 
Unusual, perhaps, but ones like it have happened 
more than once. 

Let’s take a more common situation. Try hard to 
pretend that you are Mary. 

Mary and Tom marry before Tom has completed 
his college education. Mary, who becomes pregnant 
soon after marriage, has to work to keep Tom in 
school. She is semi-nauseated most of the time. She 
is responsible also for all of the housework. Tom 
understands neither her nausea, what housekeeping 
involves, her fatigue, or her lack of desire to have 
people into their efficiency apartment at all hours. Tom 
is involved in Christian work on campus—not with 
Mary, as had been her dream, but with a pretty, viva- 
cious Christian girl leader with whom he had been 
“close” before marriage. This girl understands and has 
much ability to help with the job. She is not only 
Tom’s co-worker, but shares her personal problems 
privately with Tom as well. Usually Mary is working 
during the times when the Christian group is picnick- 
ing, bowling, etc. ‘ 

Mary tries to communicate her feelings to Tom and 
has quite a few crying sessions. Tom thinks she is 
oversensitive and is being silly. He takes pride in being 








the “man of the house” and orders Mary around more 
frequently in front of visitors. 

Tom then decides to attend seminary. Mary finds 
herself again working part-time, child-bearing, and 
housekeeping. No provision is made in the seminary 
for further education for wives. Mary still hopes for 
her dream to come true after seminary, although now 
the “side-by-side” vision begins to grow dim. She 
hasn’t been able to minister with Tom on the campus— 
and now she is far behind him in knowledge of the 
Bible and the Christian ministry. 

At one time, after Tom had heard a series of mis- 
sionary challenges, he came home seriously consider- 
ing the mission field. He thought that he may have 
been “called” but Mary, not having had any challenge 
more stirring than the pile of dishes in the sink, dragged 
her feet. Those who heard were shocked and disgusted 
at Mary for her “unspiritual” attitude. 

She hears from a lecturer that if her husband takes 
a pastorate, that pastors’ wives’ activity in the church 
has ruined many a ministry, and that she should re- 
main in the background unless absolutely necessary. 


This is true even of wives who have spent years in © 


preparation. Of course, she could have a separate min- 
istry—but not with her husband in his church. 
However, instead of taking a pastorate, Tom de- 
cides to take a job working with youth. Mary’s hopes 
are raised. Maybe now she could work with Tom! 
As it turns out, Tom is assigned to a large city. 
Mary, with the children, has to live a considerable 
distance from Tom’s office, in a home too small and 
humble for entertaining. Tom now shares his work 
with a secretary and holds social functions at the 
home of a well-to-do widow and supporter of the work. 
Mary had always enjoyed a good discussion, but 
since being married, she finds all discussion directed 
toward her husband, who is more authoritative and 
more commanding in appearance. She finds herself 
to be considered by others a wife and not an indi- 
vidual. Tom is invited out to dinners, conferences, 
etc. and her name is seldom mentioned. Many people 
are surprised to discover that Tom has a wife at all! 


HOW DOES THIS AFFECT MARY? 


What effect does this have on Mary as the years 
roll by? 

1. She abandons her cherished dream. 

2. She depends on Tom’s “superior” mind for the 
solution of nearly all thought problems. (This idea 
is sometimes, consciously or unconsciously, en- 
couraged by the husband. His pride, in such a 
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case, can wither another mind, which perhaps is 

potentially superior to his own. This is an example 

of taking unfair advantage of a God-given position 
and responsibility. ) 

3. Because she is continually treated as unimportant, 
she begins to regard herself as such. 

a. She does little serious reading or study. 

b. She considers herself incapable of carrying on 
any effective soul-winning or training and con- 
fines herself to small church tasks. 

4. She is not faced with the challenges of leadership. 
This made it difficult for her, as she had been a 
leader in her college group before marriage. 

a. She finds vitality ebbing from her spiritual life. 

b. She tries to appear “spiritual” in spite of this, 
and feels the conflict. 

5. She becomes resigned to, though unconsciously re- 
senting, her husband’s often indifferent attitude 
toward her, trying to be submissive as has been 
taught her so often. 

6. She finds herself and Tom living in two different 
worlds which are far from the dream of perfect 
Christian oneness which she had envisioned on 
their wedding day. 


WHAT DOES SHE EXPECT? 


You might say, “What does she expect?” “Shouldn’t 
she be happy serving in the home which is her place?” 
“Wouldn’t she be selfish to want to be in the lime- 
light?” “Her dream was unrealistic in the first place.” 
“She should concentrate on Proverbs 31.” “If she has 
problems, it’s her own fault.” 

Because Christian women are aware of, and believe 
in these reasonings, they usually make an outwardly 
proper adjustment. Sometimes there is real peace 
found as in the first case mentioned. At other times 
there are suppressed frustrations, guilt feelings, or re- 
sentments which not only are a hindrance to the wife, 
but to the family as a whole. Where the marriage 
suffers, so does the husband and his ministry. 

The question is, can anything be done about it? 
The Scriptures say: 


Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ: also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, that he might present it to him- 
self a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. So ought men to love their wives 
as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself (Eph. 5:25-28). . 


Of course, the primary person involved is the 
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husband. He is told to love his wife as Christ loved the 
church. This is a responsibility so idealistic that it is 
often ignored altogether. At least not enough thought 
is given to all that it involves. Possibly many preachers 
do not feel qualified themselves to comfortably preach 
on the subject. I would like to start by suggesting a 
few practical applications of this principle. 

1. When you come home at night, share your day’s 
activities thoroughly with your wife. Is that too much 
to ask? It is more important to her, psychologically, 
than you realize. Frequently, men, by nature, do not 
want to do it—but “love seeketh not her own.” Ask 
her opinion on things and don’t be too proud to follow 
it if it’s good. You may even learn something. Love 
“is not puffed up,” is it? 

2. Take the time and trouble to make yourself sen- 
sitive to her activities and feelings. Notice and show 
concern for her daily activities. The activities in them- 
selves may not fascinate you, but they may not fasci- 
nate her, either. But the fact that they are your 
beloved’s should draw your interest. If you truly believe 
in the utter importance of the place of the home for 
your wife, show her daily and substantially. 


Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others (Phil. 2:4). 


3. Encourage her in her devotions and ministry. 
Her ministry may be prayer for, and witnessing to 
her neighbors. Pray with her, considering her ministry 
as important as your own. 


Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves (Phil. 2:3). 

4. Encourage her in the development of her mind. 
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Discuss a variety of subjects with her, give her. books 
to read, and seriously consider her opinion. If her 
ideas are good, bring them up and defend them be- 
fore others. Show her that formal Christian training is 
never complete, and that the Holy Spirit can reveal 
fresh truths to her that you may not yet have learned. 


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth (II Tim. 2:15). 


5. In a group discussion, encourage your wife’s 
participation. 


For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may 
learn, and all may be comforted (I Cor. 14:31). 


6. Have a weekly “family conference” in which all 
problems are aired and discussed calmly, logically, 
and scripturally. Define each problem (writing it 
helps), take leadership in praying through to a solu- 
tion, and stick to the solution. In this way, your wife 
will have some voice in family government, bossing or 
nagging is made unnecessary, and small things causing 
constant underlying friction can be eliminated. It is 
hard to let logic rule our very illogical emotions, but 
with Christ, all things are possible (Phil. 4:13). You'll 
also find your wife’s respect and happiness increasing 
in most cases. 


Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted (Gal. 6:1). 

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one 
for another, that ye may be healed. (James 5:16). 


7. Include her in on as many activities in your 
ministry as possible. 


. . . and as being heirs together of the grace of 
life; that your prayers be not hindered (I Peter 
cy . 


8. Encourage good relationship between your wife 
and co-worker or secretary. If your wife objects to 
this person, try to understand why. If you work with 
another woman, keep all communication strictly busi- 
ness. Of course, wives shouldn’t be jealous, but they 
are fearful of unhealthy relationships—which have 
been known to exist, even among preachers.. 


Blessed are the peacemakers .. . (Matt. 5:9). 


9. Speak of “we” and “our” to others more, and less 
“T” and “my.” It is a small thing to you, but can do 
(Continued on page 32) 
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THE BEATITUDES—IX—How can it be blessed to be persecuted? What did Jesus mean when he included this in the Beatitudes? What 
kind of persecution can Christians expect today in our culture? You'll find new understanding in this study by WILLIAM FITCH 


BLESSED ARE THE PERSECUTED 


7 HE BEATITUDES begin with poverty and end with 
persecution. Such is the program and the paradox 
of Christianity. 

The Eighth Beatitude, “Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven,” is generally regarded as the last, 
the two verses which follow being a development and 
exposition of the final Beatitude. “Blessed are ye,” our 
Lord says to His own, “when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake; Rejoice, and be exceedingly 
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so per- 
secuted they the prophets which were before you.” 
This is the lot of the citizens of the kingdom of 
heaven. They are blessed with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Yes! Yet this 
blessedness is inseparable from the enmity of the 
powers of evil and from the hostility of ungodly men. 

In the Beatitudes we have our Lord’s description 
of what every Christian ought to be. These graces of 
the spiritual life are the hallmarks of Christ’s followers; 
and all Christians are meant to manifest all the char- 
acteristics of all the Beatitudes. There is no question 
of some being called to be poor in spirit while others 
are meek or merciful. No! Every true disciple of Jesus 
Christ is to be distinguished by these distinguishing 
signs. Only as these fundamental elements of the life 
of the Holy Spirit are possessed and expressed, can 


any life be fully and truly called blessed. And our | 


Lord here very plainly declares that one of the marks, 
one of the surest signs of His disciples, would be “per- 
secution for righteousness’ sake.” 


The author is minister of Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Toronto, Canada, and well known for his lucid Bible 
expositions. 
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As our Lord sketches with unerring detail the char- 
acter of the citizens of His kingdom He shows that 
such men share the life of God Himself. A Christian is 
one who has seen himself as God sees him and who 
knows that his only hope of salvation is to cast himself 
upon the divine mercy. He hears of a righteousness; 
which is in Jesus Christ. He begins to hunger and to 
thirst after this righteousness; and God who reads his 
heart gives to him his heart’s desire. His sins are 
forgiven for Christ’s sake. He enters into the inheritance 
of the children of God. Immediately he begins to work 
the works of God. Having obtained mercy he is merci- 
ful. Being made pure as God is pure, he lives his life 
with God while it is day. He carries with him the min- 
istry of reconciliation. He is a peacemaker. He stands 
before his generation as God’s representative. He is 
there in Christ’s stead. He perpetuates the incarnation. 
He lives a godly and a circumspect life. Through him 
therefore God speaks to men. This is the blessed life. 
It is a life in which God’s will is done and which be- 
comes the word of God to men. 

But when this happens there are inevitable con- 
sequences. Our Lord tells his followers very simply 
what to expect if they will live as God commands. 
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The 
blessed life is a costly life and will always encounter 
the antagonism of the world. 

There is no exception to this. A truly righteous man 
condemns an ungodly and unrighteous society. God 
uses him as a conscience to the community. He need 
not speak a single word of condemnation. But by 
being what he is he makes his disapproval of the ways 
of the world abundantly clear, and the world, the 
flesh and the devil soon react. Any man who is de- 
termined to follow Jesus Christ is certain to run counter 
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to the spirit of his age simply because the spirit of 
every generation is essentially anti-Christ. Where true 
godliness is not welcomed, it stings by its very beauty, 
it hardens by its very holiness; and against this the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life will wage unceasing war. 

It is true that following Christ is a most blessed 
experience. But it also can be a very costly experience. 
It still means taking up our cross, denying ourselves 
and oftentimes going right against the express designs 
and desires of society. Then does the real cost of 
following Christ become clear. But it is then also that 
the true blessedness of wholly following Him is proved 
—‘“Blessed are they which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 


SHEEP AND WOLVES 


Frequently our Lord spoke to His disciples about 
the persecutions that they must suffer. “Behold I send 
you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves; be ye there- 
fore wise as serpents and harmless as doves. Ye shall 
be brought before kings and governors for My sake 
for a testimony against them and the Gentiles; and ye 
shall be hated of all men for My name’s sake; but he 
that endureth to the end shall be saved” (Matt. 10: 
16, 19, 22). 

Persecution would take different forms ranging from 
slander and false accusation to death itself. “They shall 
put you out of the synagogues, yea the time cometh 
when whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God 
service; and these things will they do unto you because 
they have not know the Father nor Me” (John 16: 
2-3). 

Full well our Lord knew that He Himself must 
suffer and He forewarned His disciples, “From that 
time,” St. Matthew tells us, “Jesus began to show unto 
His disciples how that He must go to Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed and be raised again the third 
day” (Matt. 16:21). 

And what He knew to be inevitable for Himself, He 
knew would be equally inevitable for His followers. 
Therefore He warned them: “Take heed to yourselves 
for they shall deliver you up to councils and in the 
synagogues ye shall be beaten; and ye shall be brought 
before rulers and kings for My sake for a testimony 
against them; but take ye heed, behold I have foretold 
you all things” (Mark 13: 9, 23). 

The Church grew in spite of or possibly because of 
persecution. Kenneth Scott Latourette in his History 
of Christianity, when describing the sweep of the Chris- 
tian Church across the Graeco-Roman world, refers 
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to the persistent opposition and persecution that the 
followers of Christ met, and writes: . 


“It is one of the commonplaces of history that 
in its first three centuries Christianity met persistent 
and often severe persecution, persecution that rose 
to a crescendo early in the fourth century, but that 
it spread in spite of opposition and was even 
strengthened by it. The tradition of martrydom has 
entered deep into the Christian consciousness. The 
faith centers about One who was executed as an 
alleged threat to the established order and through- 
out its course it has been punctuated by forcible 
attempts to curb it. Indeed with the possible 
exception of Judaism, Christianity has had more 
martyrs than has had any other religion.” 


In many parts of the world today Christians are 
being persecuted because of their faith. The Christian ~ 
Church in China today is facing a fiery trial as bitter 
and intense as the Church of the first century was 
called to endure. In many other parts of the world 
today servants of Jesus Christ are passing through the 
furnace of affliction and persecution. And even where 
the Church is protected from legal persecution, the 





SOON TO BE PUBLISHED 


Next month this article as well as all the others in this 
series of studies in the Beatitudes will be published in book 
form by Eerdmans Publishing Company. The book will be 
available at your local Christian book store. 











enmity of the serpent can find other ways and means 
of expressing itself. In the market place and in the 
classroom, at work or at play, in the community or in 
the home, the child of God in this hour as at every 
hour may find himself tormented and tortured and 
persecuted. There are frets and irritations, stabs and 
annoyances, abuses and wounds which are very griev- 
ing and can be inflicted so easily. The devil will try 
every means to pursue and vex the child of God. If he 
cannot discomfit and humiliate him, he will irritate and 
harry him. “A man’s foes,” Jesus said, “shall be they 
of his own household.” Sad indeed that this is still 
so often true. But to all such our Lord declares: 
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and per- 
secute you, and say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you.” 

Obviously in this Beatitude we are faced with one 
of the most searching tests that can be met. Matthew 
Henry goes so far as to say: “This Beatitude is the 
greatest paradox of all, and peculiar to Christianity; 
therefore it is put last, and more largely insisted upon 
than any of the rest. Indeed, this Beatitude, like 
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Pharaoh’s dream, is doubled, because hardly credited, 
and yet the thing is certain.” 

All the Beatitudes are searching; but this final one 
is even more searching than the rest. How can perse- 
cution be blessed? Why is it that the righteous are 
persecuted? And if persecution for righteousness’ sake 
is of the very essence of true discipleship, does the 
absence of persecution indicate some spiritual blight 
or backsliding? These are the kind of questions that 
are naturally raised by these words of our Lord. We 
must therefore examine them with care and concern. 

This Beatitude has been greatly misunderstood and 
misconstrued. Many throughout the Christian cen- 
turies have sought to court persecution and have felt 
they were doing God’s will. And others, largely be- 
cause of their own folly or because of their foolish 
fanaticism in pursuit of causes religious or otherwise, 
have brought upon themselves the disfavor and dis- 
approval of men. It is not of this that our Lord is 
speaking here. The blessedness that He promises is 
for them who suffer for righteousness’ sake and for 
that alone. 

Let us note a few of the great biblical affirmations 
concerning the persecution of the righteous. 

First, note the words of St. Paul: “All that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” 
(II Tim. 3:12). 

This answers the question: Who are the persecuted? 
It is the godly who suffer persecution. Nothing could 
be clearer. So absolute is the dichotomy between the 
natural mind of man and the regenerate life of the 
Spirit of God. Our Lord returns to this theme over 
and over again but nowhere more expressly than when 
He says: “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
Me before it hated you. If ye were of the world the 
world would love his own; but because ye are not of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember 
the word that I said unto you, the servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you” (John 15: 18). The 
enmity of the world fell upon Christ and it continues 
to fall upon all who have believed in Christ. 


BIBLICAL PATTERN 


We see the pattern of this persecution all through 
the Bible. In the first family Abel was persecuted and 
finally destroyed by his brother Cain. Moses was re- 
jected frequently by his people and reviled again and 
again. Elijah was despised and pursued and persecuted 
by Ahab and Jezebel. David was harried by Saul and 
humiliated by his sons. Nehemiah was defamed. Jer- 
emiah was imprisoned. All this occurred under the 


old covenant. These were righteous men. They lived 
for God in the midst of an ungodly people; and they 
were persecuted for righteousness’ sake. 

The same pattern holds true in New Testament 
times. Our Lord Himself was crucified. Stephen was 
stoned. Peter and John were cast into prison while 
James was beheaded. And the whole life of Paul was 
a long series of painful and merciless trials at the 
hands of his fellows. 

And why was this? It was because they sere seeking 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. They 
were persecuted not merely because they were dif- 
ferent from the rest of men or because of some 
eccentricity or peculiarity of their persons. They were 
tried because of their godliness, because they were 
poor in spirit and meek and seekers after righteous- 
ness. Their generation saw them to be merciful men, 
lovers of the evil and unthankful, and also that they 
were pure in heart, living for God and trying to bring 
men into reconciliation with God. For these things 
they were persecuted and for none other. 

And you and I in our generation must honestly 
examine ourselves before God if ever we find ourselves 
opposed in our ministry: “Let none of you suffer as a 
murderer,” writes Peter, “or as a thief, or as an evil- 
doer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters. Yet if 
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf” (1 Peter 4: 
15, 16). This is a most necessary caution. There is no 
blessedness promised to those who are persecuted be- 

(Continued on page 33) 























There was quite a stir in British newspapers over the fact that a 
woman’s body was buried in the grave and under the name of 
another woman. Mrs. Ethel G. Minton, 78, and Mrs. Fannie Lewis, 79, 
died in a Hereford hospital where they had been patients for sev- 
eral weeks. Both were the same height and build. The undertakers 
bl d a hospital attendant who had wrongly identified the body. 





‘But wasn’t this all much-ado-about-nothing? 





Suppose the error had passed detected. Is it ivable that 
God cannot sort out His own on the day of resurrection? The Shep- 
herd who calls His own sheep by name will call all of His own out 
of their graves and transform the living redeemed into His own 
likeness “together with them.” It will not matter whether the 
bodies have disintegrated in low gear through the years or in high 
gear in a fire or an atomic explosion. The resurrection will take 
place “by the power which enables Him even to subject all things 
to Himself” (Phil. 3:21). 
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GONE 


SUCCESS - 


bg CRAZY 


Yes, it’s true. In almost every church, success is our god. By WILLIAM J. KRUTZA 





WE’RE caught in a massive web of statistics. Our churches struggle to make 
reports look favorable. Every year our churches must increase in attendance, 
program and budget. Otherwise, they aren’t successful. 

In the midst of this massive web is the pastor. Everything he attempts is 
evaluated by its suecess—what statistical gains can it produce? He must be 
master of the web like the spider, rather than victim of the web like the fly. 

Ordinary pastors, those who comprise the majority, are usually compared 
by their congregations to the larger church pastors. ““Why can’t our pastor do 
things like Reverend Down-the-Street? He sure gets people into his church.” 

Pulpit committees carefully review what the man has accomplished in his 
last pastorates. Some churches state their desires: we need a building fund 
director; we need a youth specialist; we need a good mixer. : 

Upon entering the pastorate, large or small, the new man is challenged to 
put the church on the map. His presence in the community is assumed as a 
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magical drawing power for the successful church. 

The denominational approach to a man’s work is 
even more severe since denominational leaders have 
no other criteria outside of the reports received at 
headquarters whereby to evaluate a man’s ministry. 
One might be a very successful visitor because he 
reports large numbers of pastoral calls. Another might 
be a successful organizer. He has accelerated the church 
program. Another might be a financial wonder because 
of the increase in gifts to the denominational program. 

Emphasis has been placed upon the pastor because 
he is looked upon as the key figure of any church. He 
shoulders the responsibility for the entire church pro- 
gram. If any one person is to be blamed when the 
program is unsuccessful (and let us keep such a word 
hushed) it must be the one “at the top.” 

Apart from the man, the program of the church is 
expected to be a success. Church school materials are 
advertised for “successful teaching.” Soul winning ap- 
proaches are guaranteed to bring results. Financial 
appeals will help the church reach its goals. 


WHAT’S WRONG WITH SUCCESS? 


What’s wrong in getting more people to come? What’s 
wrong in expanding the program of the church if the 
present approach does not adequately minister to all of 
the community? What’s wrong in having financial drives 
for special projects or new facilities? 

Nothing. 

The wrongness of these things is not in themselves 
but in the attitudes developed whenever statistics are 
stressed above spirit. It is not totally correct to believe 
things are pleasing to God just because they show well 
when judged by salesmanship standards. Success is not 
the biblical criteria upon which the church is to evaluate 
its ministry. 

It might even shock us to realize that God often 
accomplished His greatest work through the utter fail- 
ures of some men. It is possible for a man to be a 
miserable failure according to men’s standards (even 
in the church) and still find the smile of God upon 
his work. 

Jesus did not insist upon success in the church, but 
He did insist upon faithfulness. Success deals with 
material results, faithfulness with spiritual conditions. 
One can succeed in the ministry without the least notion 
of a surrendered life of faithfulness to Jesus Christ. 

The word “success” does not occur in sacred writ. 
“Succeed” is used only six times, all in the book of 
Deuteronomy, five times denoting coming after, and 


The author is a Baptist pastor and an editorial assistant 
and staff writer at Harvest Publications of the Baptist 
General Conference, Chicago. 


24 


only once relating in a minor way to achievement, this 
achievement coming through inheritance rather than 
effort (Deut. 25:6). 

“Faithfulness” and “faithful” are constantly reoccur- 
ing words. They often tell us about God’s character— 
“God is faithful” (I Cor. 1:9, 10:13), “Faithful is he 
that calleth you” (I Thess. 5:25), “The Lord is faith- 
ful” (II Thess. 3:3), “He abideth faithful” (II Tim. 
2:13), “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins” 
(I John 1:9), “Thy faithfulness is unto all generations” 
(Ps. 119:90). The Lord is faithful unto Himself, unto 
creation, unto the Church, and unto all individual be- 
lievers. 

What a travesty to put the modern success concept 
into these phrases. “Successful is he who has called 
you,” “He abideth successful,” “Thy successfulness is 
unto all generations.” These would be far from the 
stated truths because God does not always appear 
successful unto man according to our definition of 
success. God is not successful unto all generations. The 
Old Testament is the best proof of seeming failures by 
God even among those whom He particularly called 
His own. Some of the unanswerable problems of the 
Bible are built upon God’s seeming failures. The wicked- 
ness, immediately after the Flood, or after the miracu- 
lous Red Sea crossing, seems to be God’s failure 
because He was unsuccessful in transforming the atti- 
tudes of the people through either catastrophe or 
miracle. We conclude: God does not operate on the 
basis of statistical reports. He is not bound by the 
inner desire to make a great showing in human society. 
His basic motivation is not success but faithfulness, 
both unto Himself and unto mankind. 


WAS CHRIST SUCCESSFUL? 


The life of our Lord Jesus Christ further proves God 
is faithful. The success story of Jesus would require a 
negatively based graph. His converts won to crowd 
ratio would make Him a failure. Percentage-wise He 
could not qualify as a present-day evangelist, nor could 
He be considered much of a pastor. At the most, He 
was effectively able to win only 500 souls. 

His success, according to the religious groups of 
His day, was definitely negative. He menaced those 
who preached. He antagonized religious authorities. 
He troubled their statistics. He wrought havoc among 
their practices and traditions. He challenged their 
doctrines. These are not the marks of a successful 
preacher, yet He is now the Head of the Church! 

To the historians of His day Jesus appeared as a 
reformer, as an attraction to the common people and 
finally as a martyr. The highest words of historical 
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praise are that He was a man of new principles to 
change society, principles for which he was willing to 
die. 

Jesus Christ was characterized by faithfulness. It was 
His faithfulness which made Him “steadfastly set His 
face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). He was faith- 
ful to the purpose for which He became incarnate— 
the redemption of mankind. His faithfulness to this 
purpose and to the Father overthrew the temptations 
of Satan. In this we see the contrast of Satan and Jesus: 
Satan promised success, Jesus maintained faithfulness. 

Jesus was faithful to the Scriptures, often quoting 
the words of Moses or using Old Testament portions 
as the basis for discourse. Faithfulness to the true 
meaning of the Book provoked the rebuke of the scribes 
and Pharisees who used the Book as an authority for 
punishments upon those who failed to walk their 
narrowly defined paths, but it maintained the dignity 
of the Savior and of the Scriptures. 

Calvary expresses our Lord’s greatest faithfulness. 
Success called for the immediate establishment of an 
earthly kingdom which the disciples treasured would 
be their glory and His ultimate plan (even after the 
resurrection they hoped this and asked, “Wilt thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?”—Acts 
1:6); but faithfulness called for the ignominous sur- 
render to a cruel cross and for the persecution of His 
followers after His ascension. Paul vividly describes our 
Lord’s faithfulness, “and being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). Such 
an ending of Christ’s earthly life cannot be thought of 
as a success. His death is the accomplishment of faith- 
fulness, not successfulness. 

Early church leaders could not stand the tests of 
modern successfulness. With the exception of Peter at 
Pentecost, no record is given of great ingatherings by 
other individuals. Peter’s Pentecostal sermon’s results 
are attributed to the Holy Spirit, not to Peter. Soon after 
this experience “successful” Peter found himself behind 
prison bars! The apostle Paul gives an account of his 
own life (II Cor. 11:21-33) which shows no marks of 
success. What successful man would say, “If I must 
needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern 
mine infirmities” (v. 30). Paul consistently talked 
about faithfulness. “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, 
putting me into the ministry” (I Tim. 1:12). 

Paul instructs Timothy, “The things that thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall be able’ to teach others 
also.” (II Tim. 2:2). This is not a call for the successful 
salesman personality to be entrusted with the gospel. 
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The basic quality he instructed Timothy to find in’ 
prospective teachers was faithfulness. ’ 

A warped interpretation of the Scriptures establishes 
eternal rewards upon temporal success. Bible writers 
did not have this in mind. We are to be rewarded 
according to our works. This is not qualified by 
“success” or “failure,” but by “good” and “evil.” Many 
evil works are extremely successful. Many church works 
are successful without being good according to the 
biblical standard of goodness. A good man might be a 
total failure, yet receive a reward. Revelation 2:10, 
written unto the church at Smyrna, put emphasis upon 
earthly things that from all human standards would 
produce failure—yet the words read, “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” The 
reward is for faithfulness. 

All this comes as a severe critique. It forces us to 
examine the heart of the pastor rather than the statistics 
he produces, to examine our own heart conditions 
rather than number our church activities. Paul, writing 
to the Corinthians, says, “Moreover it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful” (I Cor. 4:2). 

Being true to the Book, a pastor under the anointing 
of the Spirit will be God’s messenger to every individual 
of the congregation. The criteria for evaluating sermons 
will not be the vividness of illustrations, the style of 
delivery, personal appearance in public, but what 
message has he from the Lord. 

A faithful man shall be diligent in seeking out lost 
souls; he shall endeavor to provide spiritual training 
for all; and he shall stress God-directed church financ- 
ing. 

The man of God must be faithful in study, a place 
where only faithfulness can enter. It is impossible to be 

(Continued on page 38) 








What furnishes motion to a watch? The main spring. What governs- 
the motion of a watch? The hair spring. What turns a man away 
from evil? The fear of the Lord (Prov. 16:6): What causes a man to 
walk in uprightness? The fear of the Lord (Prov. 14:2). Does your 
watch run fast or slow? Check the springs. 
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what makes a good Sunday School? 


How does your Sunday school measure up to these standards? By C. ADRIAN HEATON 


T was school registration time in a new commu- 
I nity and children reported at the school with their 
birth certificates so that they might be properly placed 
in grades. As the children were being interviewed 
by the teachers, little Johnny began to cry. The teacher 
said to Johnny, “What’s the trouble?” 

He answered, “I forgot my birth excuse.” 

No doubt the Sunday school needs a “birth excuse” 
in this highly competitive, pluralistic society of America. 

In America where billions of dollars are spent on 
public education, why should the churches with lim- 
ited resources operate schools on Sunday? The Sun- 
day schools have only an hour a _ week, often 
substandard classroom facilities, relatively untrained 
teaching staffs, no laws to enforce attendance, inex- 
pensive curriculum materials, and yet they seek to 
carry on a schooling program 52 Sundays a year. 

The public school exist to educate children and 
youth for good citizenship in the free world. The 
churches, however, recognize that man has a citizen- 
ship in Heaven as well as on earth. Jesus said, “Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto God 
the things that are God’s.” It is appropriate for the state 
to educate for the general welfare. There is a biblical 
imperative for the church to prepare children, youth 
and adults for the service of God both in this world and 
the world to come. 

If we are to implement properly the unique ministry 


Dr. Heaton is president of California Baptist Theological 
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of the Sunday school, we must have an adequate 
rationale. The following five suggestions are offered 
as a platform. 

The Aim Is Christ-centered. Education must al- 
ways examine its aims. The school and its curriculum 
must grow out of an analysis of the aim and the ways 
it can be reached. After examining many possible 
aims for the Sunday school, most religious educators 
come up with the conclusion that the aim of the Sun- 
day school is Christ-centered. While there are many 
ways to come to Christ, it is clear in the Scriptures 
that there is only one way to come to God, and that is 
through Christ. “There is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under Heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Saying that the Sunday school is to be Christ-cen- 
tered does not solve the educational problem. There is 
confusion about what it means to be Christ-centered. 

If you were to visit a Sunday school 100 years ago, 
you would have found the teachers feeling quite sat- 
isfied that they were Christ-centered, for they were 
teaching the children very clear memory verses and 
catechisms by which children could recite the truth 
about Jesus Christ. Ask a primary child who Jesus 
Christ was and he would have parroted the following 
sentence: “Jesus Christ is the second person of the 
Holy Trinity, co-equal, co-eternal with God the Father 
and God the Spirit, etc.” Now while this statement is 
true, it would have been verbalized by the child with 
little comprehension of its inner meaning. Thoughtful 
men and women observed the stress on verbalism 
and began to raise questions as to whether it was not 


ETERNITY 


more important to teach people how to feel toward 
Jesus than to recite specific theological propositions. 

The Sunday school movement by the turn of the 
century was emphasizing such feeling tones. In the 
process, however, the Christ of the New Testament 
was largely lost. Christians became sentimental. Hut- 
chins says, “A sentimentalist is one who is a man of 
goodwill for no valid reasons.” Today there is a new 
study to discover again the doctrine of Christ. It is 
our belief that the Sunday school is effective only 
when it leads people both into a vital personal re- 
lationship with Christ and to an adequate doctrine of 
Christ. The two must not be separated. 


THE PUPIL’S RESPONSE 


The Approach Is Pupil-centered. Now it is easy to 
say that people should be led to respond in a per- 
sonal way to Jesus Christ, but how can this really 
be done? The Sunday school teacher of 100 years ago 
would have thought he was quite pupil-centered. He 
would have been very particular about each individual 
pupil and would have sought to lead that pupil to 
confess his faith in the right words. Not only might 
he have missed the inner motives, but he also would 
have missed the fact that individuals always live in 
relationship with God and with one another. Then the 
pendulum again moved to the other side of the arch, 
so that by the turn of the century there was a great 
new stress on groups and the social emphasis in Chris- 
tian nurture. 

An adequate Sunday school must be aware that the 
individual needs personal commitment and faith, but 
that he lives and develops in inter-action with others. 
Instead of feeling that an ideal class would be one 
teacher and one pupil, we now know that the pupil 
in a group with varying perceptions, interests, and 
individual differences, makes the better teaching sit- 
uation. In a deeply spiritual way God reaches peo- 
ple “where two or three” are together in Christ’s name. 

The Curricular Material Is Bible-centered. Prob- 
ably there would be little debate that in Sunday school 
the central curriculum is the Bible. Quarterlies and 
resource books get their authority and message from 
the Bible. They are used only as guides or helps to 
Bible study. Again, in the history of the Sunday school 
however, there has been a bipolarity. There were 
days when the supernatural aspects of the Bible. were 
stressed. Pupils were taught that this is a totally differ- 
ent book from all others. The rules for reading and 
interpreting other literature have no validity in Bible 
interpretation. In fact it was often held that since the 
entire Bible is inspired, all biblical materials are of 
equal value. Consequently magical practices grew. 
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Sometimes there was no discrimination about - which 
passages were studied and memorized. Sometimes it 
was felt that one could close his eyes and let the Bible 
fall open, whatever verse first caught the eye would 
be for guidance. 

Sometimes it was thought that learning the mechan- 
ical features of the Bible was learning the Bible. For 
example, learning which was the middle verse, which 
was the longest verse, which was the shortest verse, 
and the like, were thought to convey some miraculous 
benefits. 

Of course, there was a reaction against such mis- 
understanding of the supernatural in the Bible. 
Thoughtful students began to urge that we see the 
Bible as a human book written by particular people 
in specific historical situations. It was urged that only 
the use of principles of interpretation common to his- 
tory and literature would suffice. This led to extremes 
of critical guesses and the dividing up of the Bible into 
fragments of early writings so that the Bible lost its 
religious authority and unity. 

Today we recognize that the Bible is at one and the 
same time the Word of God and the word of men. It 
was written by men of old who were concerned with 
particular historical events and were limited by their 
own vocabularies and cultures. However, the Holy 
Spirit so moved these men that they wrote this book, 
which taken together is the Word of God. 

An expended analogy helps me understand the di- 
vine-human elements in the Bible. I like to think of 
God as a great organist seated at the console, wishing 
to speak through music to the listening world. When 
he wished to give the “lightnings and thunders” from 
Mount Sinai he used the stop, “Moses.” When the 
music changes to give us the songs of the sweet singer 
of Israel, he uses the harp of David. As he portrays 
the Messianic prophecies through the sensitive mind 
of Isaiah, he uses this remarkable Old Testament 
prophet. When it came to recording the gospel story, 
he used a combination of stops in the four Gospels. 
The great doctrinal explanations of the meaning of 
Christ’s death and resurrection are given through the 
pure, philosophic mind of the Apostle Paul. The great 
apocalyptic vision of things to come is unfolded in 
The Revelation of John. So at one and the same time, 
God is the author, but the Bible is expressed in the 
unique idiom and limitations of the various writers. 


BIG-JUG-LITTLE-MUG 


The Method Is Experience-centered. Of course, the . 
Sunday school teachers of 100 years ago would have 
said their pupils were having an experience, for they 
sat and listened and they recited. The general theory 
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Spanish World Challenge: 


The Spanish-speaking people of the world 
are psychologically prepared to welcome a 
change in their present system and way of 
life. Unless we reach them now for Christ 
and democracy, Communism will find the 
way paved and the people ready to be car- 
ried into the Communistic ideology. 

There is no excuse for Latin America to 
remain unevangelized. Time on Christian 
and commercial radio stations is available 
from Mexico to Argentina at an average cost 
of $15.00 per half hour. “SPANISH 
WORLD GOSPEL BROADCASTING, 
INC.,” has been established as a missionary 
endeavor to reach the unreached in Latin 
America and Spain by radio and follow-up 
program. Our efforts are now concentrated 
in the Caribbean and Central American 
areas. In Cuba alone we are broadcasting 
over ten radio stations from coast to coast. 

The response there has been beyond ex- 
pectation. The political unrest in the area 
has awakened spiritual hunger in many 
hearts. Our Havana office mails an average 
of 40 New Testaments a week to those who 
express a desire to read the word of God. 
Several have written to say they have accepted 
the Lord. Two families have come recently 
to Christ in Havana. 

Several groups of young people studying 
Communistic ideologies have received free 
New Testaments. Three have written to say 
they have found the answer—“Christ.” Yes, 
there may be in Cuba plenty of evil, but 
many hungry hearts are coming to Christ. 

The need of support to this work in prayer 
and finance is urgent to continue to reach 
this area while the door remains open. For 
Cuba alone we are in need of $700 a month 
for radio time and the support of a couple 
for the follow-up program. To send your con- 
tributions and for more information, write to: 


Rev. Florent D. Toirac 
Box 335, Winona Lake, Indiana 
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of education however, could have been 
summarized as the “Big-jug-little-mug” 
theory. Pupils were thought of as little 
empty vessels to be arranged neatly in 
rows while the teacher who had the 
great truth was to pour out of his soul 
some of the precious liquid truth. 

Of course, the analogy is false be- 
cause children are not inert, static, re- 
ceptacles, but are dynamic, living, 
growing, throbbing people. Nor is edu- 
cation limited to the transmission of 
truth. There is always the danger of 
“hardening of the categories” which 
will arrest the development of growing 
people. 

The newer education which came in 
the early part of the 20th century 
emphasized growth from the inside. 
Pupils were seen as dynamic, develop- 
ing individuals. To this “growth theory” 
of education was added the notion that 
everyone had the spark of the Divine 
within him and the teacher’s task was 
simply to bring this to fulfillment. 

Of course, it should be plain that 
neither the “pouring-in process” nor the 
“developing of some inner divine spark” 
is an adequate conception of Christian 
education. In the first place, while peo- 
ple are dynamic and growing, the fall 
was too devastating to leave men salva- 
ble without the grace of God in Christ. 
Secondly, Christian education must 
transmit the gospel. It must do more 
than pass on information. It must de- 
velop the total inner response of the 
learner to the Truth, who is Christ 
Jesus. 

On Sunday little Susie came to Sun- 
day school deeply and emotionally dis- 
turbed by a bad start from home. Her 
discerning teacher looked lovingly into 
her eyes and said, “Susie, you just feel 
all mean and bitter inside, don’t you?” 
The child couldn’t verbalize a “yes” but 
nodded. She felt relieved that her 
teacher understood. The teacher then, 
instead of condemning, said, “I know 
how you feel, sometimes I feel mean 








Outstanding Books 
by Frank Gaebelein 


Christian Education in a Democracy... . $4.50 


The Patterns of God’s Truth.......... 3.00 
The Practical Epistle of James....... 1.50 
Exploring the Bible..............0. 2.00 
Down through the Ages............ 1.50 


Philemon, the Gospel of Emancipation. .50 


Send your order direct to 


A. C. Gaebelein Publications 
Box 146 Waretown, N. J. 











28 


inside too when things don’t go right. 
When I feel that way I sometimes have 
to get it out of my. system. Now there 
is an old cardboard box in the corner. 
During our informal class session if 
you feel like kicking it, go ahead. It 
may make you feel better.” 

Of course, the child didn’t under- 
stand the dynamics of getting the buried 
impulses out in the open so she could 
accept her feelings but before the class 
was over she had worked out some of 
her inner hostility on the box. Later in 
the session, the children were making 
a mural drawing. When it came Susie’s 
turn to draw she was too emotionally 
frozen to do it, but the teacher lov- 
ingly put her warm hand over Susie’s 
and drew in the part. At the end of the 
class session, Susie looked into’ her 
teacher’s eyes and said, “Was what you 
did this morning what you mean by 
forgiveness?” Her teacher thought for 
a moment about how she loved Susie 
just as she was in all her misery and 
bitterness and said quietly, “Yes, Susie, 
I guess that was forgiveness.” The child 
then asked again, “Do you think God 
can forgive as good as you?” There 
seemed little doubt that Susie that day 
through an experience of forgiveness 
learned far more about it than she 
could have done by parroting phrases. 
This kind of teaching makes the Sunday 
school dynamic and effective. 

The Organization Is Church-centered. 
Many institutions have grown up 
around the church because it seemed 
that the church was missing a part of its 
ministry to a particular day or genera- 
tion. The Sunday school was one of 
these, for it began quite apart from 
church organization as a means of 
teaching the three R’s to children in the 
sweat shops of Gloucester, England. 
Even on the frontier of American life 
the Sunday school continued as a lay- 
man’s movement quite apart from the 
control of ecclesiastical authorities. 
Steadily however, through the last cen- 
tury the church school has moved into 
more vital relationship with the church, 
thus helping the church recognize its 
educational responsibility and helping 
those who work in the church school to 
recognize that they are simply fulfilling 
a part of the total ministry of the 
church. 

Any Christian agency that does not 
come within proper relationship of the 
institutional church is doomed to ulti- 
mate frustration. There are many in- 
stances today where the Sunday school 
is still “a law unto itself,” and is in 
some measure failing to fulfill its high 
potential. It seems clear that Jesus 
Christ established His church as a 
unit, “his body,” not as a series of 
segmented institutional forms. 

When Christian education fully im- 
plements these five major considera- 
tions, it fulfills its unique task. 


ETERNITY 


For intensive study 
and reference... 





gives Pei to your 

















Moody Bible Institute has an outstanding library—the finest of its 
kind—where students may enrich and deepen their knowledge of 
God’s Word and broaden their understanding of the world to which 
it was sent. 


MBI’s library resources include more than 54,000 carefully chosen 
books—and the list is constantly being expanded. Students also have 
access to 4,000 pamphlets and a collection of more than 350 peri- 
odicals and newspapers, both current and back issues, many of which 
are permanently bound. Here, indeed, is a veritable treasury avail- 
able to MBI students. 


A competent staff of four profes- 
sional librarians and six part-time 
student assistants are available to 
help locate special materials and to 
advise in research projects. They also 
work diligently to choose and cata- 
log new materials. 


EXCELLENT FACILITIES... 


The well-lighted, ventilated reading rooms accommodate approximately 300 stu- 
dents and provide a pleasant atmosphere for quiet concentration and study. The 
library’s 13,000 square feet also include a reference room, reserve section, peri- 
odical room, typing room and abundant office and work space for the staff. 


Missionary technical students have their own library with books and periodicals 
on aviation, communications, and photography. 





MBI’S 54,000- volume | library 


learning 





Students browse and choose their own books 
in MBI’s carefully cataloged, open stack sys- 
tem. In using their unlimited circulation 
privileges, students borrow more than 25,000 
volumes in a single year. 


At Moody you can choose 
from 8 basic courses... 

General Bible, Pastors Course, Christian 
Education, Missionary Course, Sacred Music, 
Christian Education-Music, Jewish Missions 
and Missionary Technical Course — all are 
tuition free. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
giving complete information on courses and 
booklet, “Life at Moody.” 


75 years of teaching 





























and taking the Word 
Accredited by Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges to the world 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL + EVANGELICAL ae parte pom Sacaietaniaees 
ne . ; i 
‘MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE ' (£ Latest Moody Catalog 
820 NORTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS — 
William Culbertson, president aaa 
Ss. Maxwell Coder, dean City Zone____State 
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A SECOND LOOK 


What We Have Learned from Cuba 


by Sidney Correll 


United World Mission 


Our government has been forced to do a great deal of evaluation 
because of the Cuban fiasco. But the Christian Church, concerned 
about its outreach around the world, can also profit from misakes. 


Approximately 268 American mis- 
sionaries have left Cuba. The average 
missionary found himself  “shell- 
shocked” by the constant anti-Ameri- 
can propaganda. He _ was _ totally 
unprepared for it. At no time was 
any violence shown to him by the 
Cuban people, but the constant rant- 
ing of radio, television and press 
could not help but make him uncer- 
tain as to what to do. 

Again there was the fear for the 
safety of wives and children. This was 
fed constantly by one rumor after 
another. And then, of course, the 
primary reason the missionaries left 
was the request of and the insistence 
of the U. S. State Department. 

Meanwhile the Cuban government 
invited the missionaries to remain and 
sent a letter guaranteeing their safety. 
These facts placed the missionaries in 
a dilemma. On the one hand he was 
ordered out; on the other he was in- 
vited to stay. (The reason the Cuban 
government wanted Protestant mis- 
sionaries to stay was in order that 
they might use them as a foil against 
the Roman Catholic Church.) 

Step by step, and most reluctantly, 
the evangelical forces of Cuba have 
been forced to take cognizance of the 
extreme socialistic and radical nation- 
alistic character of the present Cuban 
government. All in any way associated 
with Cuba have been holding their 
breath wondering how long the pre- 
sent freedom to evangelize would last. 

Recently, in one of the first revolu- 
tionary papers of Cuba, among the 
articles raving against the United 
States, was an article concerning the 
nature of the Protestant Church. It 
stated that Protestants were tradition- 
ally on the side of freedom and usually 
would be found in sympathy with the 
aspirations of the common people. 
And this article praised the work of 
the Protestant in Cuba. 

But now within the past few days 
letters from Cuba tell of subtle pres- 
sures being brought to bear upon the 
Protestant church, and several Meth- 
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odist pastors (after being jailed three 
times) thought it was time for them 
to leave Cuba, and they arrived in 
Miami as refugees. There is one in- 
stance of a rather desperate and wild 
appeal by a national worker and fam- 
ily that they must leave Cuba 
immediately and they asked for assist- 
ance. Letters from evangelical workers 
today are vaguely uneasy and some 
feel that the nationalization of the 
Cuban evangelical church is now under 
way. 

But what have we as Protestants 
learned from the turn of events in 
Cuba? We have learned at least three 
things: 

1. We as missionaries must not 
identify ourselves with any of the 
popular political movements in the 
countries where we work. 

In the case of the liberation of 
Cuba there was immediate and total 
backing of Fidel Castro and his gov- 
ernment by all Protestants, and why 
not? Fidel Castro had declared there 
would be absolute religious liberty and 
no favoritism to the Roman Catholic 
Church over the Protestants. (One of 
the first things Castro did was have 
his son baptized in a Methodist 
Church in Havana.) He’ repeatedly 
called for more Protestant mission- 
aries. He cleaned up Havana—the 
prostitutes were hustled off; gambling 
was disposed of; and the abortion’s 
racket was abolished. 

It is patently true that a missionary 
should keep himself from becoming 
emotionally involved, but he will find 
this a most difficult thing to do. As an 
example, the missionaries in China 
were certainly involved in total sym- 
pathy with Chiang Kai Shek. 

2. We may be forced to make a 
decision between our call from’ God 
and our country’s instructions. (Our 
missionaries were instructed by our 
State Department to leave Cuba.) If 
the same pattern prevails throughout 
Latin America, it simply means that 
where ever there is a revolution of 
this type all missionaries leave. Is this 


what we want? Is this the pattern for 
the future? 

3. The third lesson of Cuba is 
simply, “Do we have a responsibility 
to preach Christ to those who do not 
love us?” 

The answer on the part of many is 
“No—we ought not to send dollars to 
bolster the economy of an unfriendly 
government. In a country which does 
not love us, the missionaries by their 
very presence, give placid approval to 
the systems of government other than 
our own. Again missionaries in a 
country that is opposed to our system 
of western democrary will bring sus- 
picion upon the workers and people 
with whom they work, so it is better 
for the nationals that they leave.” 

But what is the true message of 
Calvary? Can we not catch its power 
in the light of Raymond Lull, dying 








Mabel Jean Barnhouse Dies 


Miss Mabel Jean Barnhouse, eld- 
est sister of the late Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, died August 1 in Fresno, 
Calif. She was 80 years old. 

It was Mabel Jean, as she was 
known to thousands, who was one of 
the greatest influences in the life of 
her famous brother. While she was 
state secretary of the California 
Christian Endeavor Union she paid 
her fifteen-year-old brother’s way to 
a C.E. state convention at San Jose. 
“It was there that I entered into the 
assurance of my eternal life and dedi- 
cated my life to the service of the 
Savior,” Dr. Barnhouse wrote many 
years later. Through her influence 
he attended the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles to study under Dr. R. 
A. Torrey. 

Miss Barnhouse was a graduate of 
Stanford University and was active 
in various forms of Christian and 
educational work, including a stint 
as a missionary under the Presby- 
terian Board of Missions in Colom- 
bia. She also taught in Trinity Uni- 
versity in’ Texas and in secondary 
schools in Fresno. 











ETERNITY 


before a howling mob in North 
Africa? 

The message of the cross is the 
gospel of redemption to our enemies, 
also. In this decade of crisis it will 
take all of God’s power and grace 
within us to carry out the message of 
the cross to the world. Christ said, 
“If I then, your Lord and master, 
have washed your feet, ye also ought 
to wash one another’s feet.” It will 
take all of God’s power and Grace 
within me to wash the “feet of the 
world.” 


Turkey Constitution 
Insures Freedom of Worship 

Turkey’s new constitution, recently 
approved, guarantees freedom of wor- 
ship for all in this predominantly 
Moslem nation. 

Staff Major M. Ali Armagan, head 
of the National Unity Committee’s 
Press Liaison Bureau, said Turkey 
will also seek to aid the advancement 
of all religious and educational insti- 
tutions in the country. 


Resistance to Gospel 
Increases on Okinawa 

Mass evangelism, according to Ok- 
inawan church leaders, is much more 
difficult than five or six years ago. 
The reason is two-fold: 1) Invasion 
of cults, from both America and Ja- 
pan, which are vigorous religious 
organizations; and, 2) The tendency 
of the Okinawans to respond to the 
Gospel in direct relation to their cur- 
rent political attitude toward the 
United States. 

One of the latest cults to enter Ok- 
inawa is Sokagakkai. A branch of 
Nichiren Buddhism, and _ violently 
anti-Christian, the group promises “to 
drive Christianity off Okinawa in 
three years.” This cult emphasizes 
what is known as the “profit philos- 
ophy.” It is extremely aggressive, and 
political in nature. In the recent Naha 
City Council election, two important 
posts went to members of Sokagakkai 
who have had no political experience, 
but were elected by adherents of the 
cult. Sokagakkai’s empressed aim is to 
become a third force in the world be- 
tween the free world’s representative 
form of government and communism. 
Its preliminary goal is to capture Ja- 
pan in ten years, with an ultimate 
conquest of the world some decades 
hence. 

A recent tent meeting campaign 
was attacked by this cult and other 
Okinawans who were distressed by 
the American government’s stand on 
the question of Japan’s claim of “re- 
sidual sovereignty” over the Ryukyu 
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IN PERU... 





PRAY NOW FOR PTL 


The Pocket Testament League campaign to distribute millions of Gospels to South Americans 
is under way. PTL teams, equipped with 3 sound trucks, have: moved: into Peru for a 
country-wide campaign of evangelization and Scripture distribution. The Pastors, laymen 
and missionaries of the 1,076 churches of the Evangelical Confederation of Peru are 
actively and enthusiastically cooperating. South American Christians are bravely meeting 
the challenges of this revolutionary age. Only a deep, abiding faith and trust in Christ will 
sustain them. Pray earnestly—pray daily—give sacrificially. At least 5 million Gospels will 
be required for the South America continent-wide campaign. 
Write today for illustrated folder, “South America Faces Destiny Years,” 


Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, ine. a 


49 Honeck tins Englewood, New base 


















OUT OF MY MIND— 


It’s a new kind of column by the 
inimitable Joseph T. Bayly, author 
of The Gospel Blimp and former 
editor of His Magazine. Once you’ve 
read it, you'll want to tell others 
about it. Start the habit now by turn- 
ing immediately to page 37. 


TURN TO 


PAGE 37 





SHELLED PECANS 


An Ideal Item to Sell for 

FUND RAISING 
We operate one of the most modern and sanitary 
Pecan Shelling plants in the South having been in 
business over 25 years. 
For complete information and prices send your name 
and address to— 

H. M. THAMES PECAN CO. 


P. O. Box 1588 Mobile, Ala. 





CHURCH WOMEN, GRANGES, P.T.A.’s 


Auxiliaries, Organizations needing money. 
Sell Nylon Handbags, Rugs, Hosiery, Greet- 
ing Cards, Perfume, Vitamins, Candy and 
other items. Write for Free Catalogue. 


S. J. PHILLIPS 


Box 18 Shermans Dale, Pa. 





FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 


oar ee teaching easier with SSOLOR adh — 
DRAWINGS. Full COLOR: 


13 colorful hand var: backgrounds 
Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds into com- 


Make your talks dynamic, 
characters. REALISTIC, 


pact roll. 


Write for FREE folder and price list to 
STORY-O-GRAPHS, P.O. Box 145M, Dept. 18, Pasadena, California 














THROUGH THE BIBLE 
DAY - BY - DAY 


by F. B. Meyer 


A devotional commentary series for those 
who are “too busy” for exhaustive study 
of the Scriptures. 
A series of brief, pointed comments guides 
the reader through the Bible in a few minutes 
each day. 
7 compact volumes over 1500 pages 
each 412 x 654 $1.20 a vol. 
Complete set, boxed, $8.00 

Order from your bookstore or 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION Dept. ETB61 
1816 Chestnut Street 


Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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“My American 
Bible Check 
Always Comes 
on Time” 


When you invest in an American Bible 
Society Annuity Agreement you have 
nothing to worry about! 


Your first check arrives almost immedi- 
ately, and you can expect the same amount 
regularly thereafter, regardless of world 
conditions or economic ups and downs. 
And what a lot of taxes you save! 


Take the case of Mrs. Dowe. When she 
bought a $1,000 Annuity at age 65, she was 
guaranteed an income of $50 a year for the 
rest of her life. $40.60 of this amount would 
be tax-free income each year. And in addi- 
tion she obtained an income tax deduction 
of $268.80, as a contribution to the Society. 

By buying her Annuity from the Society 
she not only gained rock-ribbed security, she 
helped in its vital ministry of providing the 
Scriptures in more than 250 languages, and 
in reading systems for the Blind. 


Annuity Agree- 


ments may be pur- ‘ahi a 
chased for $100 up. < fell-payments  « 

> ° without fail - 
Sead for informa- ; iuueeathy ° 
tion today. caetieceveesee 


= Cut out and mail coupon today 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Pleasesend me, without obligation, your book- 
let E 101 entitled ‘“‘A Gift That Lives.” 


rome HE 


pv 











City. Zone. 
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Islands. The Christian message is too 
closely identified with the United 
States. Missionaries here recognize 
that the Church must lose its close 
identity with western culture if the 
Christian message is to receive an 
objective hearing. 

Yet, in spite of this reaction to mass 
meetings, personal evangelistic op- 
portunities seem greater than ever. 
While there seems to be public resist- 
ance to the advance of Christianity, 
many individual Okinawans are seek- 
ing out pastors and Christian leaders 
for answers to their spiritual needs. 


People in the News 


Roger Hull, president of Mutual of 
New York, has been appointed as na- 
tional chairman of The Religion in 
American Life Program. . Henry 
N. Rische has resigned as editor of 
This Day to accept the pastorate of 
the Messiah Lutheran Church, Grand 
Junction, Colo. . David L. Mc- 
Kenna has been elected president of 
Spring Arbor College, a Free Meth- 
odist college in Michigan. . . . Arno 
Q. Weniger has been appointed presi- 
dent of San Francisco Conservative 
Baptist Theological Seminary. . . 
Frank Buchman, founder of the Moral 
Re-Armament Movement, died _ re- 
cently in Germany at the age 
of 83. . . . Stuart E. Lease, formerly 
dean, has been elected president of 
the Lancaster School of the Bible. . . . 
Neil A. Winegarden has been chosen 
as president of Buffalo Bible Insti- 
tute. . . . C. Hans Evans has been 
named interim-president of King’s 
College, Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. .. . 
Herb Jauchen, former vice president 
of Christian Life Publications, has 
been appointed vice president in de- 
velopment of Westmont College. 


WIVES 
(Continued from page 19) 


wonders for your wife’s morale, in mak- 
ing her feel a part of you. 

10. Share necessary tasks equally 
with your wife on your days off, holi- 
days, and vacations. She deserves a 
change, too. 

11. Share, too, in the chores involved 
in entertaining. Your wife wants as 
much time to talk to the guests as you 
do. 


. . . whatsoever things are just .. . 
think on these things (Phil. 4:8). 


Other persons with whom the couple 
come in contact, can also give these 
wives a helping hand. Here are a few 
suggestions for them. 








Presenting... 


The life and work of 
Dr. Rowland V. Bingham 
by James H. Hunter, LL.D. 


@ 311 pages, in handsome cloth binding 
@ 32 pages of remarkable photographs depicting: 
The ly Years 
The African Scene 
The SIM In Africa 
The Church In Africa 
@ Foreword by Hon. Donald H. ies, Qc., 
M.P., Minister of Finance, Ottaw: 
@ Introduction by Rev. Albert D. Helser, Ph.D., 
General Director, Sudan Interior Mission 
@ Price $3.50 postpaid 


We are pleased to present the long-awaited story of 
one of the century’s greatest missionary leaders, 
Rev. Rowland V. Bingham, D.D., founder of the 
Sudan Interior Mission. 
A FLAME OF FIRE 
tells, for the first time, the full story of this remark- 
able man and the Mission he founded, written by 
the master hand of Dr. Bingham’s close friend 
James H. Hunter, noted author, editor and 
journalist. 
How Dr. Bingham’s unquenchable faith in God led 
him on two tragic expeditions to the fever-ridden 
“Soudan”—then the world’s largest totally unevan- 
gelized region—and overcame untold hardships to 
plant the Sudan Interior Mission in Africa is one 
of the great chapters in the record of modern 
missions. 
Dr. Bingham was a quiet giant of faith, a mission- 
ary, pioneer, author, teacher, leader, a man to whom 
no mountain was impassable in the will of God. 
He founded not only the Sudan Interior Mission, 
now the world’s largest interdenominational 
missionary society, but also the Evangelical Pub- 
lishers, the Evangelical Christian, the Canadian 
Keswick Conference, the Sol- 
diers’ and Airmen’s Christian 
Association and the Gowans’ 
Home for Missionaries’ Chil- 
dren. 


A FLAME OF FIRE 
ranks as a great mi 


missionary 
book—a fitting tribute to’ a 
truly great man. 


SUDAN INTERIOR 
MISSION 





164 West 74th Street, : 405 Huron Street 
New York 23 OR Toronto 5, 
New York, U.S.A. Ontario, Canada 


Trade orders: 


é In U.S.A.—Moody Press, Chica; 
In Canada—Evangelical Publishers, Toronto 


ETERNITY 


1. If you are inviting a speaker to a 
conference or supper, include his fam- 
ily in the invitation, if possible, If chil- 
dren are not allowed, invite his wife, 
anyway. If some arrangement could be 
made for a babysitter, it is very much 
appreciated by the wife, especially if 
her husband is on a low salary. 

2. When talking to a couple you 
should meet by chance, talk to them as 
a pair, not to the husband alone. 

3. When discussing a subject in a 
group, encourage the wife’s participa- 
tion. If you ask her opinion, she will 
probably be startled, but appreciative. 

4. Help the hostess with the chores 
when visiting. A man’s help in the 
kitchen is usually a pleasant surprise 
for her—and a blessing for you. 

5. When writing to a married man, 
address the letter to the couple when 
possible. Maybe it isn’t usually done— 
but so what? 

Let’s look at our treatment of wives, 
not in terms of tradition, but in terms 
of Scripture and individual thinking. 

Christian wives deserve a lot of 
credit. They are usually humble and 
hardworking. They overcome very diffi- 
cult situations by being obedient to 
Christ in their self-sacrifice. Let’s re- 
ward them by treating them like people. 


PERSECUTED 
(Continued from page 22) 


cause of their own foolishness and un- 
wise behavior. No! “Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake.” “All that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution.” 

Here is another word from the Scrip- 
tures: “He that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the 
Spirit” (Gal. 4:29). 

This answers the question: By whom 
are the righteous persecuted? At this 
point we pass from the fact of persecu- 
tion to the ground upon which persecu- 
tion rests. There is nothing accidental 
or haphazard about it. On the contrary. 
The reason for such persecution of the 
godly is absolutely elemental and 
stems from the division as deep as 
that which separates heaven from hell. 

The reason is plain. There is in the 
world a spirit which is directly op- 
posite to the spirit which is of God. 
They that are of the world are con- 
trary to the will and to the way of 
God. In opinion, in desire, in design, 
in character and in temper the natural 
mind is enmity against God. It cannot 
understand the divine program and 
plan of redemption and it opposes it- 
self to everything that has the stamp 
of pure godliness upon it. It is of this 
that Paul is speaking when he writes 
to the Galatians and contrasts the son 
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Why do the nations rage? 


the PROPHETIC WORD in CRISIS DAYS 


by 
Paul Bauman 
Simon Forsberg 
Herman Hoyt 


CRISIS DAYS is, 


rage until He comes again. 


Questions are posed, and the authors go 
to the Bible for the answers; Will we wit- 
ness a general revival in our time? What 
does the prophetic Word reveal about the 
future of Russia? Romanism? Israel? Apos- 


J.Vernon McGee 
J.Dwight Pentecost: * 
John F, 
Charles Woodbridge 


The mere fact that these days are truly 
in itself, fulfillment of 
God’s prophetic Word, and the nations will 


Walvoord 





tasy? The authors, students of Bible pro- 


phecy, do not attempt to set fulfillment 
dates, but rather, plead for an awareness, 


$3.95 


by believer and unbeliever alike, to the 


Signs of the end of the age, 


DUNHAM PUBLISHING CO. 


Findlay, Ohie 





EXTRA MONEY 


FOR YOU OR YOUR 
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Useful Gifts. EASY SALES — 


C.W. BOYER CO., CO.., Dept ET, Dayton 5, Ohio 


A FULL TIME MISSIONARY 
Can Be Supported For $50.00 A Year 
Nationals and native workers in foreign lands, thor- 
oughly investigated and approved, can be your ir 
time soul winners for as little as $50 up to $1 
year. What a tr t to the glory of 
God! Authentic reports direct from the worker. Arg 
you interested? Full information from 
MISSIONARY PRAYER LEAGUE, INC., 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 











SAVE 75< 


ON THESE 






3 STIRRING BOOKS 
OF LANDS IN 
TURMOIL! 


«+A TRIAD IN WHICH 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
IS SEEN IN PERIL! 


**Must’’ reading for every 
Christian concerned about 
the threat of Communism 


to the Gospel. 
$575 


SET OF 3 BOOKS 
(This offer expires November 30, 1961) 






Regular retail price $6.50, special 


1, CHINA 
“COME WIND, COME WEATHER” 
Leslie T. Lyall, a veteran of 22 years in China, 
documents the thrilling yet disturbing story of the 
church in Communist China today. Reg. price $2.00 
2. LATIN AMERICA 
“EVANGELISM IN DEPTH” 


With Communist agitators pouring into these 
countries, it is encouraging to read the story of a 
God-blessed effort to saturate Nicaragua with the 
Gospel, as told by members of the Latin America 
Mission. Reg. price $2.25 
3. AFRICA 
“MUFFLED DRUMBEATS IN THE CONGO” 
William Deans, missionary to Congo for over 30 
years, tells what led to the upheaval, of the long 
and perilous exodus from the ravaged land—and 
the light of hope! Reg. price $2.25 

GET ALL THREE TODAY—SAVE 75c 

At Your Christian Bookstore 


MOODY PRESS CHICAGO 10 
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Now...more helpful 
than ever for 1962 


@ Everything you need for your Total 
Church Program. 

@ New, easy-to-use format, beautifully 
illustrat 

e Explains nilans Tent: Hour Teaching 
Plan that works. 


@ Covers attendance-building aids and 
variety of material for special needs. 


READY NOW « IT'S FREE » MAIL COUPON 
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| WILL PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL WITH MY LAST BREATH 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


From Hungary one of our Hebrew Christian leaders writes, “I have 
preached the Word for 36 years and have become gray and half 
disabled, but I hold the banner of the Cross high. I will proclaim 
the Gospel with my last breath!” 


This beloved missionary pleads with us to help him give relief to 
poverty-stricken Hebrew Christians. They plead for food, for fuel 
to heat their dingy dwellings, for clothing to replace tattered gar- 
ments. Writing from Budapest, one Hebrew Christian says, 
in utmost despair. Your food supplies have long kept my family 
from gnawing hunger. Please send us again a food shipment to 
supplement our starvation diet.” 


“T am 


Please pray for our ministry in Communist controlled countries. 


Help us to relieve the distress of Christ’s brethren. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matt. 25:40. Please send 


your gift to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-Y No. Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 


CANADA 
91-Y Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Ont. 





FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR 


The Pilgrim Bible 
with Concordance 


123x French Mo- 
rocco, half circuit, 
red under gold 
edges. $17.00 


127x Cape Levant 
Morocco, limp, gold 
edges. Black, Blue, 
or Red. $20.00 





Eacu contains Dictionary of Scripture 
Proper Names, Subject Index and all 
the many Pilgrim Bible features; round 
corners, simulated leather lining, Oxford 
India paper, 5% x 7% x 1%e”, 

At your bookseller-OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, N. Y. 16 


HALLOWEEN 
Tracts! 


A golden opportunity to reach children 
Trick or Treat! 
2 page: 40c per 100; 
$3.00 per 1000 postpaid 
Make This A Real Halloween! 
4 page, 2-color: 90c per 100; 
$8.00 per 1000 postpaid. 
WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLES 


Faith, Prayer & Tract League 
Dept. TH, 1016 Eleventh St., N.W. 
Grand Rapids 4, Michigan 




















Looking for a Co-educational 
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 


WHERE CHRIST IS FIRST?— 
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A limited number of 


copies of the Donald Grey 
Barnhouse Memorial Is- 
sue are still available. 
You may obtain single 
copies for $.35 or four 
copies for $1.00. 


ETERNITY MAGAZINE 
. 1716 SPRUCE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 








a seminary where the emphasis 
is Biblical . . . and benefit 
from scholarship with convic- 
tion. This ideal combination 
is yours when you train at 





Write Dallas Theological Seminary, Dept. 
CD, 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 


U Wheaton College, Wheaton, Minos, Dept. | 


E101 
| Please send me without obligation: [] Book- 
| let entitled, Pleasant Tomorrows, explaining | 
Annuity Plan in detail. [] Booklet, The Divi- 
| sion of Biblical Education and Philosophy at ! 
; Wheaton College. 
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of the bondmaid with the son of the 
free woman. “He that was born after 
the flesh persecuted him that was 
born after the Spirit,” writes the apos- 
tle, and then he adds, “even so it is 
now.” The antagonism therefore is 
that of the flesh to the spirit, of anti- 
Christ to the Christ. 

One would naturally expect that 
such opposition and persecution would 
come only from outside the church. 
And of course much of it does. When 
the New Testament speaks about “the 
world,” it refers to it specifically as 
“this present evil world.” The church 
set in the midst of the world, if she is 
truly the church and seeking first the 
kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, will always know the inveterate 
hostility of the world of her day. But 
while that is so, it is also true that 
much of the spirit of the world is to 
be found within the fold of organized 
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God does not call our sins mistakes. 


* * * 


Christianity. Much persecution _ that 
has arisen against godliness through- 
out history has arisen within the circle 
of the Christian church itself. Formal 
religion is terribly antagonistic to vital 
Christianity. It is a branch of the same 
root of evil that is operating here. It 
is ‘he that is born after the flesh’ that 
persecutes ‘him that is born after the 
Spirit.’ 

A minister in Scotland told me that 
he was kept so busy fighting the devil 
within his congregation he was un- 
able to fight him in the world outside. 
Many a minister out of a heart almost 
broken has told me of the bitterness 
and suffering being met with at the 
hands of so-called Christians. I knew 
these ministers. They were daring to 
be true to the gospel and were finding 
themselves being persecuted within the 
very circle of the church itself. I re- 


_member also at the close of a service 


in church one Sunday night a young 
girl facing me in my vestry, weeping 
her way right through to the cross and 
casting herself into the arms of her 
Saviour. She rose with shining eyes. 
She little knew however what she was 
going to face. She came from a home 
within the church that had a form of 
godliness but knew nothing of its 
power; and times without number that 
poor child’s life was literally tortured 
in order to try and wean her away 
from the simplicity that is Christ. 
What was happening? It was a case 
once again of that which is born of 
the flesh persecuting that which is 
born of the Spirit. Men that are con- 
formed to the world will always 
persecute those that are being trans- 
formed by the renewing of their mind 
in Christ Jesus. 
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When persecution arises for right-. 


eousness’ sake, we must always try. to 
remember the source from which it 
comes. We must never become hard- 
ened. We must remember that our 
Lord upon the cross prayed: “Father 
forgive them for they know not what 
they do.” This is our pattern. And 
when the world, the flesh and the devil 
launch their armory of weapons upon 
us—the scornful lip, the laughter of 
mockery, the alienation of those we 
love, the poisonous slanders of the 
press, the assassin’s tongue—we must 
remember whence they come and see 
to it that we never return evil with 
evil but always try to overcome evil 
with good. 

One final word comes from Paul. 
“Persecuted, but not. forsaken; cast 
down, but not destroyed; Always bear- 
ing about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of 
Jesus might be made manifest in our 
body.” 

The eighth Beatitude affirms the 
blessing of persecution for righteous- 
ness’ sake. The particular blessing that 
is cited is . . . “theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.” This means certainly that 


here and now they possess a sure title” 


to it and sweet foretastes of it. Heaven 
will certainly be an abundant recom- 
pense for all the trials and tribula- 
tions we meet with in our way. But 
there is more than that to be said and 
Paul very definitely reminds us of the 
extra-ordinary blessing of suffering for 
Christ’s sake. We are persecuted, he 
says, but we are not, forsaken. We 
prove here and now the wonder of the 
presence of our Lord. He comes to us 
in the midst of trial and fills our 
hearts with peace and joy and love to 
the overflow. And more than that, as 
we suffer with Him we find that His 
very life is being made manifest in 
our mortal flesh. This is what it means 
to possess here and now the kingdom 
of heaven. The mind of Christ is not 
only understood but is possessed. And 
the very likeness of Christ is fashioned 
by the Holy Ghost Who dwelleth with- 
in us. 

This is the blessedness of them that 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. 
Inevitably we stand before this chal- 
lenging word and must ask ourselves: 
“Is my life being so lived in God as 
to demand the attention and counter- 
attack of the ungodly?” 


CHINA 
(Continued from page 15) 


are regularly involved in study courses 
in Marxist doctrines with the usual 
biased interpretation of every aspect 
of life. Considerable support for indi- 
vidual congregations has come in the 
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Winter is Bitter in Korea 








You Can—For Only Pennies a Day 


SPONSOR ONE OF THESE BEREFT WAIFS AS “MOMMIE OR DADDY” 


You will be blessed, as many have been, knowing that loving Christian care is being 
giver’ a Korean bey or girl through your efforts and interest. Just 26 pennies a day— 
or $8 a month—provides all necessities in our Orphanages, including school tuition charged 
for in Korea. Ask a friend to be a co-sponsor, $4 each, or interest your Sunday School 
or other Church or organization groups. 

The orphan you select will know you as sponsor. You get the child’s picture, life story 
and mailing address. You can write or send parcels any time you wish. Replies are prompt 
and in English. Sponsors are indeed THRILLED with this personal contact. Many new 
sponsors are desperately needed now, before winter begins, to take in many more desolate 
children wandering the streets. 


Heartbreaking Stories of Tragic Lives 


You will find this true when you get the life story of the orphan you may select. Number S-1 
above is little Lee Ok Ja at our Seaside Christian Orphanage. Her father, a Korean, 
deserted her mother and secretly married another woman, then disappeared. The mother, 
a Japanese, left Ok Ja at the police station and fled to her homeland, Japan. The police 
brought Ok Ja to our Orphanage. 

Number S-12 pictured above is An Ung Sub. His father, a farmer, was killed by a bomb 
during the Korean war. His mother, missing since, deserted him. Ung Sub lived as a 
beggar from door to door with no place to stay. Finally he was brought into our Eternal 
Light Orphanage where now he is doing well. 

Each day the children at all our Orphanages are taught the Bible, sing Christian songs 
and earnestly pray. They all attend Church and Sunday School and are led to receive 
Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. Here you have a God-given opportunity to help 
in bringing up a child to be a Christian leader in Korea where such are sorely needed. 
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past from part of the rental income 
from church and former mission pro- 
perty administered: by the government. 
With the closing of many churches 
and surrender of property we do not 
know whether this continues or not. 
(One Japanese visitor to China, com- 
menting on the claim of the churches 
that they were now independent of 
the missions, said, “They have only 
changed the place of their depend- 
ence. They now depend on the gov- 
ernment instead of the foreign mission- 
aries!”’) 

This is a dark picture but it is not 
without light. It has been in periods of 
opposition and difficulty that Christian 
faith has shone most clearly. Only 
God knows how many there are in 
China who have not bowed the knee. 
Some Christian workers sent out to 
work in the rural communes when 
the churches were merged rejoiced in 
the opportunity to bear witness where 
it had not previously been possible for 
them to witness. 

A Christian leader, referring in a 
published article in a Christian peri- 
odical to the familiar Communist 
claim that religion is the opiate of the 
people, suggested that atheism could 
be the opiate of the people. Another, 
in reply to the question, “What future 
has the Christian religion in the New 
China?” replied, “This is a strange 
question to be on the lips of a pro- 
fessing Christian. . . . Can he believe 
that the Holy Spirit which has worked 
in men’s hearts to produce conviction 
of sin and turn them to Christ has 


worked until today and tomorrow 
will work no more in_ men’s 
hearts? . . . It is not the power of 


God, but our own faithfulness that we 
need to be concerned about.” 

The church as we know it may de- 
crease and diminish if the Communists 
remain in power in China. Let us pray 
that Christian faith and Christian wit- 
ness may stay alive in the hearts and 
lives of the Christian people, in the 


- spirit that was expressed in a hymn 


of devotion written by an unknown 
Christian after Communism took con- 
trol of China and used by a group of 
students in their worship, of which I 
quote the first two verses only: 


“Father, long before creation 
Thou hadst chosen us in love; 
And that love, so deep, so moving, 
Draws us close to Christ above. 
Still it keeps us, still it keeps us, 
Firmly fixed in Christ alone. 


“Though the world may change its fashion, 

Yet our God is e’er the same; 
His compassion and His covenant 

Through all ages will remain. 

God’s own children, God’s own children, 
Must forever praise His name. 

(Author unknown—translated by 

Francis P. Jones) 


ETERNITY 


by Joseph T. Bayly 





We would like to introduce you to Joseph T. Bayly and a new ETERNITY 
Magazine column. One reading of one column will make you a permanent friend.. 


BEAR LAKE is a flag-stop on the Erie 
Railroad in western Pennsylvania. 
Once it was a thriving lumber town, 
but when the state highway was put 
through, Bear Lake was_ by-passed. 
Today nobody is employed locally, 
and community spirit is almost non- 
existent. 

A few years ago Burkett Smith came 
to the Bear Lake Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. It was his first pas- 
torate, and he hadn’t yet learned to 
accept the status quo. 

Smith soon discovered that the 
church members had little concern for 
their neighbors, or for community af- 
fairs. 

The new pastor was invited to serve 
as an honorary member of the Bear 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department, and 
he accepted. Later Smith found that 
not one of his church men was in the 
fire company. 

When the next men’s meeting of the 
church rolled around, Burkett Smith 
told the fellows that they ought to be 
active in community affairs. For in- 
stance, why weren’t any of them mem- 
bers of the volunteer fire department? 

The young pastor’s words made 
sense to at least five of the men. Next 
time the fire company met, these five 
from the church were present for their 
first meeting. 

The following Sunday morning, 
just as the service was about to begin 
at the Bear Lake E.U.B. Church, five 
men from the fire department walked 
in—men who hadn’t previously at- 
tended the church. They came in sin- 
gle file and went straight down to the 
front row. That Sunday Burkett Smith 
preached on the Christian responsibil- 
ity of parents. 

Next Sunday the five were back at 
church—this time with their families. 
And within the next few months, all 
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five of the firemen became Christians, 
together with their wives. 
* * * 

“When the world looks at some 
churches and some Christians they see 
the withered, sapless branches of what 
those very same Christians are telling 
them is a fruitful Vine. The Holy Spirit 
quickeneth. But a supernatural treasure 
is not got by anything tainted with 
slackness, and here we can only be 
faithful, often coldly, drearily faithful, 
before that hot miracle comes to save 
us.” (The Notebooks of Florence All- 
shorn, S.C.M. Press, London.) 

* 


Soren Kierkegaard, mid-nineteenth 
century critic of the Danish church, 
had his own opinions about Christians 
and fire fighting. 

One of his polemic essays, pub- 
lished in a Copenhagan newspaper, 
answered the question, “Would it not 
be best now to stop ringing the fire 
alarm?” 

“Strictly speaking,” wrote Kierke- 
gaard, “it is not I who am ringing the 
fire bell; it is I who am starting the 
fire. . . . For according to the New 
Testament, Christianity is incendiar- 
ism. Christ Himself says, “I am come 
to set fire on the earth, and it is 
already burning.” (Attack Upon Chris- 
tendom, tr. by Walter Lowrie, Prince- 
ton University Press, 1944.) 

* * * 


Why did Kierkegaard choose a 
Copenhagen newspaper (The Father- 
land), a political one at that, as a 
vehicle for so much of his writing? 
Because he felt that sermons should 
not be preached in churches, but in 
the streets. 

“It harms Christianity in a high de- 
gree and alters its very nature, that it 
is brought into an artistic remoteness 
from reality, instead of being heard 


in the midst of real life, and that 
precisely for the sake of the conflict. 
For all this talk about quiet, about 
quiet places and quiet hours, as the 
right element for Christianity, is ab- 
surd.” (Ibid.) 

And so Kierkegaard chose to preach 
his sermons in a secular newspaper, 
finding such a medium the closest 
approximation to preaching in the 
streets. Thus he attained his goal of 
confronting various interests with the 
thought of Christianity. 

* * * 

It was through George Whitefield 
that John Wesley was converted to 
preaching outside the church. For a 
long time Wesley was opposed to 
Whitefield’s “fields preaching,” until 
one day he agreed to give it a try. 
“All my life I’ve been so careful to do 
everything decently and in order. Why, 
I must confess that I almost consider 
the saving of souls a sin if it isn’t 
done in a.church.” 

As the two men approached the 
little hill outside Bristol that Sunday 
afternoon, Wesley commented, “I 
submit myself to be considered vile.” 

But then Wesley saw the large 
group of people, about three thousand, 
waiting silently for spiritual food. And 
he began to preach, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because He hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor.” 

That was the beginning of concen- 
tration upon England’s great un- 
churched masses, as tens of thousands 
heard the gospel in fields and prisons, 
mines and factories. And the poor 
and the oppressed received the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

If the Spirit of the Lord is upon 
us, He may take us out of our own 
comfortably established churches into 
fields and newspapers and firehouses. 
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SUCCESS 
(Continued from page 25) 


successful in study. Either a man is 
diligent and earnest, or he is lazy and 
loose. Either he digs for new approaches 
to the truth or he skims the surface 
and depends upon illustrative materials. 
No human measuring device can de- 
termine successfulness with the Book 
and with books. The product displayed 
in the pulpit (“the meat of the Word”) 
will show faithfulness or the lack there- 
of. 

The building of the church will not 
be dependent upon the pastor as spark 
plug, but upon people who take re- 
sponsibility seriously. They will work, 
not in relationship to results, but in 
relationship to being true to the New 
Testament’s message and method. 

A church may have an outstanding 
drawing power in the community 
through program or pulpit and have 
all the criteria of success, yet lack the 
faithful witness to the power of God 
which transforms lives and society. It 
is also possible for a group to be faith- 
ful unto the Lord and unto each other, 
have a small drawing power, and yet 
exert a relatively great (or even a far 
out of proportion) transforming in- 
fluence upon the community life. 


* * * 


God provides the righteousness He de- 
mands of us. 


* * * 


Faithfulness is far more important 
than successfulness, for we can be faith- 
ful to a minority truth in a majority 
corrupt society. Christianity always in- 
volves us in a moral tangle with an 
immoral society. The stand against sin 
and against worldly popularity might 
not be the will of the majority, or might 
not make our pastors or churches 
popular successes, but we can be assured 
that God will look in pleasure upon 
those who are willing to deny self, take 
up the cross, and follow Him. 

The homey illustration of the hare 
and the tortoise pictures this quite 
vividly. The hare, bent upon attracting 
attention to himself, strutted before the 
crowd. All the spectators were for him, 
some of them even thought out loud, 
“What a ridiculous fete for a tortoise.” 
But while the crowd cheered the hare 
and tormented the turtle, the clumsy 
turtle just kept walking, doing faithfully 
what he was able to do. His slow gait 
lacked the popular appeal, yet he passed 
the hare and received the reward for 
faithfully walking and winning the race. 

Perhaps it shall be this way in the 
Great Day when the Lord evaluates the 
pastors, the churches they served, and 
the people of the churches. “Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life.” 


ETERNITY 
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VOCAL “ @ 


Were You There? Fague Springman, 
baritone, with Paul Mickelson and the 
Concert Orchestra of London. Word. 
Stereo WST 8072. $4.98. LP $3.98. 


Side one: Ride On King Jesus (Spiritual); Jesus 
Walked This Lonesome Valley (Dawson) ; Steal 
Away (Spiritual); Prepare Me One Body (Spir- 
itual); They Led My Lord Away (Spiritual) ; 
Were You There? (Spiritual). Side two: Shad- 
rack (MacGimsey); There Is a Balm in Gilead 
(Spiritual) ; Swing Low, Sweet Chariot (Spir- 
itual); Sweet Little Jesus Boy (MacGimsey) ; 
Joshua Fit De Battle of Jericho (Spiritual). 


Springman is one of the few singers 
who knows how to make his words in- 
telligible. Not only that, but his vocal 
sound is always beautiful. That I should 
have to comment on this at all is indica- 
tive of the sad condition of vocal art 
in our day. Every singer worthy of the 
name should be able to do this, but you 
know as well as I do that few achieve 
this admirable marriage of text and 
tone. Springman does, in excelsis. 

Of course, this type of song was just 
made for Fague Springman’s singing 
style. The scooping, to which I have 
mildly objected in earlier reviews, is not 
out of place in these spirituals. In fact, 
done artistically as it is, it lends au- 
thentic color to the music. 

Some maintain that Negro Spirituals 
should be performed only by Negroes. 
True, Negroes sing these things with a 
style, a charm, and an authenticity that 
those of us not blessed with black skin 
can never even approximate. But we 
white people can sing and play these 
treasures respectfully and ardently, and 
make beautiful music of them, even if 
our performances lack the ultimate 
stamp of veracity. Springman does just 
this, lavishing all the care and painstak- 
ing- attention to detail that he would 
expend on an oratorio or an opera, and 
the results are tremendous. 

The orchestral arrangements are by 
Paul Mickelson, who also conducted. 
This is equivalent to saying that the 
accompaniments are magnificent. Mic- 
kelson’s gifts of imagination, and his 
skill as an orchestrator are in tasteful 
evidence. In admiring his highly-colored, 
kaleidoscopic arrangments of these sim- 
ple songs, I suppose I am again treading 
on dangerous ground. There are those 
who maintain, with some justification, 
that these wonderful melodies should 
be left in their original simplicity and 
not retouched. 

I think the discussion is largely aca- 
demic. Both approaches are right and 
beautiful and we should not feel it in- 
cumbent upon us to limit ourselves to 
one or the other. In this record Mickel- 
son makes wondrous art-songs out of 
the Spirituals. For my taste it is delight- 
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RECORD REVIEWS 
by Robert Elmore 


ful and authentic in spirit, if not in 
letter. 

Some months ago, I highly recom- 
mended a Negro church choir from Los 
Angeles. That was the other side of the 
coin: an absolutely raw, untrained, in- 
elegant group singing with immense 
spirit and enthusiasm. I loved it. This 
is the exact opposite: a highly-trained 
and artistic singer and conductor doing 
the same sort of material, but lavishing 
upon it all the care and precision of 
which they are capable. The marvelous 
thing about it is that in so doing they 
have not lost the spirit and enthusiasm. 
This is a tremendous record, and I love 
it in its way as much as I loved the 
other one. 


Barbara Speaks, Contralto My Saviour’s 
Love. Leroy Urseth, organ; Charles 


Magnusen, piano. Choral direction, 
Everett Anderson. Arrangements by 
Scott Douglass. Zondervan ZLP-570. 
$3.98. 


Side one: There Is no Greater Love; My Saviour’s 
Love; Be Still, My Soul; O For A Thousand 
Tongues; Tell Jesus; Why? Side two: In the 
Image of God; Jesus Led Me All the Way; Day 
by Day; O Love that Wilt Not Let Me Go; 
In His Presence; My Debt of Love. 


One of the pleasures of a critic’s life 
is that sometimes he stumbles across a 
new talent. Such is the case here, for 
Barbara Speaks is a singer heretofore 
unknown to me. Since this is her first 
solo recording, probably her voice is 
not known to many readers of my col- 
umn. The songs chosen for her debut 
offer little in the way of variety or 
depth, but she does wonders with what 
she has to work with. 

The voice sounds small, but very 
beautiful, and with an appealingly warm 
quality which should make her a much 
sought-after singer of this type of music. 


INSTRUMENTAL 


John Peterson, guitar, with Scott Doug- 
las and Gil Mead. Zondervan LP-566. 
$3.98. 


In the Sweet By and By; Follow, I Will Follow 
Thee; Have I Done My Best for Jesus? Down in 
the Valley; Near the Cross; So Send I You. 
Side two: He Whispered, Peace Be Still; My 
Sins are Gone; Jesus Led Me All the Way; 
Then I Met the Saviour; When Love Shines In; 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. 


I would immediately label this “back- 
ground music,” for it is hard to believe 
that anyone would sit down and pay it 
serious attention. Not that it isn’t well 
done. According to its lights, it is. This 
trio (guitar, piano, and organ) makes 
just the sort of pleasing, innocuous 
music that sad little groups of under- 
paid men and women have been mak- 
ing in hotel lounges for years and years, 
and probably will keep on doing for 
years to come. 








ANNOUNCING THE 
WONDERFUL NEW 


“Let’s Sing” 
Records 


12” Long Playing record- 
ings of favorite songs 
and hymns for children. 
Ly $3.95 each. 





A brand-new idea in Christian edu- 
cation — lovely hymns and songs chosen 
from the three delightful children’s 
hymnals widely known and used by 
many teachers: Songs for Early Child- 
hood, Hymns for Primary Worship, 
Hymns for Junior Worship, and a 
fourth, Songs and Hymns for Primary 
Children, which is coming soon. Each 
selection is sung by a soprano, a bari- 
tone, or a choir, with organ, piano, or 
autoharp accompaniment. The children 
can’t resist “joining in” with the pro- 
fessionals, and can’t help learning the 
hymns as they do so. 

Three records are now available: 

Let’s Sing Songs for Early Childhood 

34 selections for pre-school children 

Let's Sing Songs and Hymns for Pri- 

mary Children 36 selections for chil- 

dren 6-8 

Let’s Sing Hymns for Junior Worship 

22 selections for children 9-11 

Each record is packed in a colorful 
slipcase, each is banded, and comes 
complete with a chart indicating on 
which band to find each hymn or song. 

The new “Let’s Sing” records will be 
a boon to teaching and will be especially 
useful in situations where no piano is 
available. (Special word to parents: the 
new “Let's Sing” records are perfect for 
home use, too!) 
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: Philadelphia 
DEAF AFRICANS NEED | 
THE GOSPEL 


“How shall they hear? . . 
Faith cometh by hearing” 
(Rom. 10:13-17). 


They can “hear’’ the Gospel 
only by special techniques, 








Wb 
special equipment, and specially trained workers. 
Will you help them? 

Please send inquiries and contributions to: 


Mission for Deaf Africans 


Detroit 31, Michigan 


P.O. Box 1452 


CHRISTMAS CHIMES! FREE RECORDS! 


Excellent Chime Recordings. Hi-Fi 33% 12” 
double-side records. Albums available: Christmas 
Chimes, Christmas Organ and Chimes, Praise, 
Faith, Cathedral, Morning, Evening, Wedding, 
Easter, Patriotic, Memories. Also Organ- <4 
Wedding, Hymns. Twenty hymns on each. 

free for every three purchased. $3.98 each; Stereo 
$4.98. Postage Paid. on Catalogue. 


CHIMES 
1818 Outpost Drive 





Hollywood 28, California 
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“But where does God fit in?” As man probes far into 

e, he finds his perspective changed, his convictions 
challenged. He senses personal insignificance . . . and 
he feels new need to clarify his relationship with God. 
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CHALLENGE OF THE SPACE AGE 
By John W. Klotz, thoughtfully relates 
scientific achievements to Christian doc- 
trine, and defines new challenges which 
confront today’s Christian. 

Challenge of the Space Age is from 
Concordia’s new series of Christian living 
books. Each of these popular-priced books 
deals with a critical area of modern life, 
and gives new insight. 


Other CONCORD book titles: 
TEACH US TO PRAY 
How to pray, reassurance about answers, 
HOW ABOUT CHRISTIANITY ? 
A thorough, convincing explanation of 
Christian teachings. 
THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 
The techniques for i. witnessing, 
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THIS STORY OF FAITH AND COURAGE MUST BE TOLD 


GOD and CAESAR (sitesi cis 


exposure of the cynical and subtle weapons 
used by Communist leaders to hamper, im- 
pede and restrict progress of the Christian 
Church in East Germany. Here is heroic 
witness by thousands of youth and adults 
who . . . in the name of their faith . . . 
resist sinister economic pressures, educa- 
tional discrimination and defamation — 
even in face of imprisonment. 

INTENSE *« INFORMATIVE + TIMELY 
AUTHORITATIVE * PROVOCATIVE 
Dr. Solberg, former Religious Affairs Advisor to the U.S. 
High Commissioner in Germany, writes with authority and 


The Macmillan conviction. A moving story for all clergy and laymen. 


60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. (14 pgs. of illustrations) $4.95 


ONLY THE FREE WORLD CAN KNOW THE TRUTH 
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in East Germany 
by RICHARD W. SOLBERG 





AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 





CHRIST IS NOT DONE 
(Continued from page 12) 


David grew up a typical product of 
this kind of atmosphere. He respected 
the family religion as one respects a 
family heirloom. He was well versed 
in the forms of Christianity but knew 
nothing of it as a power. He was in 
the church and out of Christ. 

Shortly before his eighteenth birth- 
day he became a Christian. It was no 
bolt-out-of-the-blue event. God used 
many a voice and many a life to bring 
him to that irrevocable decision. Soon 
after his conversion the feeling that 
he ought to enter the Christian min- 
istry began to trouble him. The more 
he tried to dismiss it, the more it per- 
sisted. He was fighting for his future 
as he intended it to be. He argued, 
“The world of show business, with 
more than its share of ungenerous, 
superstitious, neurotic egotists can 
well do with more Christians, and 
what more difficult place to live for 
Christ!” It is the easiest thing in the 
world to make one’s rebellion seem 
reasonable. 

In a ship ready to set sail Jonah 
found what seemed to be a reasonable 
and convenient’ escape from an un- 
welcome challenge. Moses had a 
plausible case for not becoming God’s 
spokesman; he had no gift of speech. 

Like these men, David learned that 
one does not argue with God. He has 
been a preacher now for sixteen years. 
Time enough to acquire a sympathetic 
understanding of another preacher 
who once cried, “I will not make men- 
tion of him nor speak any more in 


‘this name”; time enough to learn he 


must go on, not because he chooses 
but because he is chosen. Above all, 
he has learned that for all who allow 
God to bring them out of the place 
where they want to be into the place 
where He would have them be, there 
is a theme of contentment through all 


of life’s symphonic moods. 


A Christian is not faced with the 
question, “Will I or will I not witness 
for Christ?” Witness is inevitable. You 
cannot belong to Christ and hide the 
fact. The question is, “Am I willing 
to witness for Christ in the place and 
in the manner of His choosing?” For 
some the place is a pulpit. For most 
it is just where they are. Frequently 
it is the place where they would pre- 
fer not to serve. 

One man, feeling an unmistakable 
call to the ministry and fearing what 
it may do to his life, serves as a lay- 
man. Another, fearing to witness for 
Christ in the business world, seeks 
shelter in the ordained ministry. Neither 
are as useful nor as contented as they 
might have been. Contentment belongs 
only to those who go all the way with 
the Savior. 
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In this department of ETERNITY Magazine, Herbert Henry Ehrenstein answers 
questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the Christian life. 


Question: Recently, at the 12th international conference of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism, the suggestion was made that a religious summit con- 
ference be held. What is your opinion of this proposal? 


ANSWER: Many newspapers carried the account of the proposed “summit confer- 
ence” of religious leaders, presumably from all existing world religious bodies. 
The purpose of the conference, according to Rabbi Eisendrath, who made the 
announcement, would be to exert moral pressure in an attempt to persuade the 
heads of state to subordinate self-interest and hasten peaceful negotiation. Dr. 
Albert Schweitzer, the well-known humanitarian, has agreed to serve as the 
honorary head of the conference. 

Naturally, the Christian faces such a move with mixed emotions. He is, of 
course, as anxious for genuine and lasting peace as anyone else. He hardly de- 
lights in the vision of large sections of the world being blown to bits by nuclear 
bombs. 

Yet, the Christian also realizes the utter futility of finding lasting peace as 
long as Christ is left out of world affairs. He is the “prince of peace” and how 
can final and just peace be attained while He is pushed to the side-lines? If 
various religions are included in this “summit religious conference,” Christ will 
not get more than a passing nod. There will be a lot of talk about “our common 
moral goals” and “our great historical religious heritage” along with the flowery 
ideals of world brotherhood and the common Fatherhood of God over all men. 
All of this looks good in print. But the Christian cannot share sympathies with 
those who refuse to grant the Prince of Peace His rightful place at a religious 
peace-planning session. 

Of course, some will say that these views are naive; that “it is impractical to 
conceive of a first century Person at a 20th century religious summit. We must 
pool our contemporary religious ideas to secure peace.” The answer to this 
is that men have been pooling their contemporary ideas—secular and religious— 
for centuries in an attempt to secure peace and where. are we today? Once again, 
on the brink of war. The 1962 religious peace summit in Bombay, or wherever 
else it may be held, will be another fiasco—a prolonged session with a lot of 
talking, reams of notes, and nothing of real value accomplished. The only really 
final answer to the peace question is the second coming of Jesus Christ as Judge 
and King to set straight the affairs of His world which man has so muddled by 
his sin. 


Question: Should another war engulf the world, can the Christian claim pro- 
tection from harm or death in that war? 


ANSWER: No more than in any other war, earthquake, flood, fire or similar 
disaster. In every catastrophe throughout the history of man, there have always 
been some of the Lord’s people killed. In some special instances in the past, God 
intervened and guaranteed complete protection to His people, and in these cases, 
no one was killed. But God does not give blanket protection coverage to His 
ople. 

_ the child of God can be sure he will not die one instant before it 
is God’s time for him to die. Remember that, before Satan could touch Job, he 
had to ask God’s permission and God added the proviso that Satan spare Job’s 
life (Job 1 and 2). Before the devil could touch Peter he had to ask permission 
of Jesus Christ (Luke 22:31, 32). So, you may be certain that you are in God’s 
care. 

But what if God does allow you to be killed? He may want to take you Home 
to heaven. And after all, what’s the difference? To go Home to heaven by the 
slow means of growing old; or suffering the painful, lingering death of cancer or 
some other “incurable” ailment; or to be blasted into heaven by an H bomb? The 
Christian has no guarantee that he will escape harm or death. But he has a 
guarantee that God will not allow him to suffer beyond his endurance (I Cor. 
10:13) and that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord 
(II Cor. 5:8). This insurance policy gives you better coverage than any other 
in the world. 
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For information on obtaining one of these speakers 
for a Bible Study Mission in your church, write to: 


Director of Bible Study Missions 
The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 


1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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Gerald H. Anderson 
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Donald J. Kliphardt 


What Is the Christian Mission Anyway? 


THE THEOLOGY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
MISSION. Gerald H. Anderson. 
McGraw-Hill. 341 pp. $6.50. 


The reviewer is Arthur F. Glasser, home 
director for North America of the China 
Inland Mission. 


What is the theological justification 
for missions? What right does the mis- 
sionary have to present the Christian 
gospel to people of other religious al- 
legiances and beseech them in Christ’s 
stead to be reconciled to God? 

It might come as a surprise to 
evangelicals to realize that these ques- 
tions are capable of debate. Has not 
Christ commanded the evangelization 
of the world? Does not the Church 
exist that it might accomplish this vast 
task, by His help? Is not its com- 
pletion the requisite for Christ’s glori- 
ous return? 

But here is a top-level “think book” 
that seeks to cope with the spread of 
problems involved in the coming to- 
gether of Christianity’s “potential uni- 
versality” and the loyalties of the 
followers of “other living world faiths.” 
Dr. Anderson, professor of Church 
History at Union Theological Semin- 
ary of the Philippines, has gathered 
together 25 prominent key men in 
Protestantism today, and has encour- 
aged them to debate this total subject 
in the light of their specialties. The 
result is a symposium that ranges 
widely over four major themes related 
to the Christian mission. These make 
up the major divisions of the book. 
The themes are: (1) The Biblical 
Basis for the Christian Mission; (2) 
Its Historical Development; (3) Its 
Relation to Other Faiths, and (4) Its 
Underlying Theory. 

Obviously, these essays do not con- 
stitute “a theology for missions.” They 
represent debate and interaction, not 
final conclusions. But this is a most 
significant book and worthy of the 
reflective study of any who are seri- 
ously concerned with the theology of 
the Christian Mission. Latourette says 
it is “most exciting.” Van Dusen classi- 
fies it as “one of the weightiest con- 
tributions to missionary literature in 
our day.” And _ conservative Carl 
Henry comments, “an important and 
controversial volume.” I am_ person- 
ally most grateful for the stimulus that 
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has come to me as a result of living 
with this book for more than four 
weeks, reading, studying, annotating 
its contents. 

The title is “The Theology of the 
Christian Mission.” How that title was 
ever selected eludes me. A more ac- 
curate title would be “Toward the 
Construction of a Theology of the 
Christian Mission.” And, as a_ sub- 
title something along the line of: “Dis- 
cussions of the Nature of the Gospel 
that Embrace its Missionary Con- 
frontation of the Non-Christian World 
Religions, and Express the Inclusivist 
Theology Characteristic of Protestant- 
ism today.” A debate can only point 
“toward” a conclusion, not describe it. 

The context of this book can be 
easily overlooked. It is that of the 
ecumenical movement and the intel- 
lectual ferment currently arising from 
the widely heralded and much desired 
integration of the International Mission- 
ary Council with the World Council of 
Churches in New Delhi in November 
this year. 

Fundamental to the ecumenical 
movement is its leadership’s realiza- 
tion that the church must fulfill God’s 
purpose in the world. This purpose is 
two-fold. For the Church itself there 
is its need to “come together” (Samm- 
lung), to grow, evolve, and develop 
through the interaction of all its 
groupings, however removed these are 
from one another by history, culture, 
and conviction. An irresistible argu- 
ment constantly used (and based on 
Ephesians 4:3, 13) is that “no frag- 
ment of the universal church, no de- 
nomination or communion by itself, 
can embody and express the richness 
and fulness of the Gospel, of worship 
and devotion, of theology and ethics” 
(Nelson). Although they may in- 
wardly desire their churches to re- 
main unchanged, they recognize that 
“to succumb to this is death.” 

The second purpose for the Church 
is that it might “send forth” (Sen- 
dung) its witnesses in a ministry of 
reconciliation throughout the earth. 
This has to do with the world-wide 
proclamation of the Gospel that re- 
conciles men to God, and the leaven 
of that Gospel in society as it recon- 
ciles men to one another. The ultimate 
goal of this Sammlung and _ Sen- 


dung is not the Church as such but 
the eschatological coming of the King- 
dom of God. In all of the direction 
that leads toward “the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God” it is recognized that 
“there must be no opportunity for hu- 
man claims to rule or for attempts at 
guardianship. Mission is the work of 
God and takes place only under God’s 
guardianship. There must be room in 
the Church only for that striving 
which calls for submission in obedi- 
ence to God’s working.” Pressure 
groups and power politics are out. 

For this reason Anderson’s sympos- 
ium is an interaction of ideas and 
viewpoints, but no “party line.” In all 
honesty one cannot extract “proof 
texts” from its 313 pages of condensed 
debate and use them to demonstrate 
anything with any degree of finality. 
The more one reads and rereads these 
25 essays, the more impressed he is 
with their spectrum of ideas. Dilli- 
stone’s “The Holy Spirit and _ the 
Christian Mission” could almost find 
a congenial place in Moody Monthly. 
Or Pierce Beaver’s “The Apostolate 
of the Church” could even get into 
Dallas Theological Seminary’s Biblio- 
theca Sacra! Other essays might be 
similarly mentioned. 

The focus of the essays is “com- 
peting faiths, no longer separated and 
insulated by distance (and which 
now) jostle one another in every city 
and even in the minds of ordinary 
Christians.” What is the Christian ap- 
proach to people of other religions? 
What about a theology of missions? 
What of the heathen who have never 
heard of Christ? What of their re- 
ligious . systems? What of the inter- 
relation between Christianity and other 
faiths? 

These are basic questions which 
evangelicals have tended either to dis- 
miss with a verse or two of Scrip- 
ture or evade. Witness the paucity of 
solid evangelical literature seeking to 
deal with these grave questions. True, 
the average evangelical missionary is 
an activist, and disinclined to get in- 
volved in questions which may appear 
theoretical, and hence unimportant to 
him. But there are doubtless among 
them those who at times have won- 
dered and worried over the basic ques- 
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tions provoked by living in the midst 
of non-Christian cultures. 

I recall an incident in Chungking, 
during the missionary withdrawal 
(1951), when a Swiss evangelical, an 
outstanding missionary deaconess, 
suddenly burst into tears and with 
deep Christian concern bluntly stated, 
“And now we have to leave China. 
Mr. Glasser, these millions are being 
left behind. What is going to happen 
to them? Are they really lost?” 

For instance, what did the Apostle 
Paul mean when he told his hearers 
in Lystra that God “did not leave 
Himself without witness” to them 
down through the thousands of gen- 
erations prior to that day when he 
and Barnabas preached the Gospel 
there? (Acts 14:17). And what did 
the Apostle John mean when he de- 
scribed Christ as the Logos, “the light 
that enlightens every man” (John 1: 
9)? What are the implications behind 
a missionary’s use of “selected con- 
cepts, understandings, and valuations” 
which have been previously provided 
by the non-Christian religion of the 
people whom he is seeking to reach 
for Christ? 

These essays seek to face such prob- 
lems head-on. There is no evading 
their complexity, no denying their 
controversial nature. As a result, the 
opinions expressed range widely. And, 
it is not fair to recoil in evangelical 
horror at what “these horrid modern- 
ists” are saying. True, some of the 
material in this book offended me 
greatly, and much was defective in that 
the dimension of “thus saith the Lord” 
was missing, but if a group of evan- 
gelical scholars were to debate these 
same questions—which they haven't 
done as yet—not a few divergent opin- 
ions would doubtless be expressed. The 
fact remains that we do not have sim- 
ple, neat answer to these hard ques- 
tions. 

There is a tension to this debate. 
And its outcome cannot be predicted. 
Here we encounter various streams of 
thought, evangelical, liberal, even hu- 
manist. Although this is a free-for-all 
dialogue between outstanding scholars, 
the reader is occasionally reminded 
of its historic context—the final 
months prior to New Delhi. For, the 
subject of this symposium is high up 
on the official agenda for the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches. At this November convo- 
cation which opinions will gain widest 
acceptance? Evangelical or neo-ortho- 
dox, liberal or humanist? Will the 
East-West crisis over Berlin at that 
time be so acute that the overriding 
pressure will be for organizational un- 
ity at any price, that the Church might 
survive the world-wide catastrophe 
confronting it? One fears this, that 
the political climate may be against a 
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Clyde S. Kilby 
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contribution to our understanding of the Christfan faith, 
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Arthur F. Holmes 


An invaluable introduction to the historic problem of 
revélation and reason in its contemporary setting. $1.25 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor: “*...it strikes just the right 
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“going . slow” with personal convic- 
tions. And, such basic convictions are 
involved that if sincere belief is either 
ignored or suppressed, there is the 
possibility of future difficulty. A sub- 
sequent disruption or, barring this, an 
inward corruption of the dissenter’s 
essential integrity because basic con- 
victions were trifled with. 

The question one asks himself again 
and again as he ponders this debate 
is: Which contributors are more rep- 
resentative of the main stream of 
ecumenical thought today? Kraemer 
who so impatiently protests the wide- 
spread failure to discern the “creep- 
ing danger of religious syncretism” 
within the ecumenical movement? Or 
Ross who endorses Tillich’s judgment 
that “Christianity is neither final nor 
universal”? 

At the forthcoming New Delhi As- 
sembly the World Council of Churches 
will be asked to adopt the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council’s trinitarian 
basis of its missionary task. Without 
this the WCC-IMC merger will be 
impossible. Hence, in anticipation of 
this problem, these essays frequently 
refer to the Trinity, but with no at- 
tempt at definition. This is unfortunate, 


especially when one recalls the long 
conflicts the Church has had in the 
past seeking to rid itself of a verbal 
trinitarianism in which God appears 
in various modes, but does not eter- 
nally exist in three persons. 

One encounters strong desire for 
the incorporation of all Christendom 
into a WCC-IMC related Church. 
This is regarded as the goal for which 
all effort and sacrifice should be made. 
But is this really a valid goal? At the 
grass-root level, down where people 
live, it seems so irrelevant. There one 
becomes aware of the appalling spir- 
itual need of individuals. How will 
ecclesiastical unity enrich them? They 
need rather “to be saved, and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth.” Only 
revival in the Church and _ biblical 
preaching will reach them. 

Preoccupation with organizational 
unity can result in a church easily 
manipulated by those who are hungry 
for power. We dare not under-esti- 
mate the melancholy desire in the 
heart of man for power. If this type 
of man gains control and is sympa- 
thetic toward Tillich’s view that “one 
should not understand missions as an 
attempt to save from eternal damna- 





CHRISTIAN CONTRIBUTION TO 


THE ARTS 


Anthology of the Finest 


THE CHURCH AND THE FINE ARTS. 
Cynthia Pearl Maus. Harper. 900 
pp. $6.95. 


The reviewer is Joseph R. Bowman, pro- 
fessor of Fine Arts and head of the Music 
Department at Eastern Baptist College, 
St. Davids, Pa. 


Church school leaders, ministers, 
musicians and all who hold respon- 
sible positions of leadership in the 
Christian Church will happily wel- 
come this volume to their libraries. 

The Church and the Fine Arts is 
an anthology of pictures, poetry, 
music, and stories of varied nature 
identified with the growth and de- 
velopment of the church through the 
centuries and carefully chosen from 
some of man’s first works of mind 
and hand for use by those who preach, 
teach, or plan worship programs for 
youth groups, women’s organizations, 
and mission study classes. 

Helpful stories written succinctly 
but adequately such as Vignettes of 
the Apostles of the Early Church, 
Christ of the Andes, St. Martin’s 
Cross, and The Ardagh Chalice will 
prove to be a source of delight to the 
teacher or leader who is in constant 
search for illustrative materials. 

Here also will be found pictures 


and stories of great works of Chris- 
tian Architecture such as St. Paul’s 
Outside the Walls in Rome or the 
famed Cathedral, Baptistry and Lean- 
ing Tower Campanile at Pisa as well 
as noted examples of churches in the 
modern era. 

Interesting stories about great works 
of art such as Sallman’s Head of 
Christ, The Last Supper by da Vinci; 
also a like title by Salvador Dali, or 
The Head of Christ by Jacques Baro- 
sin are informative and_ serviceable. 

Examples of Christian music and 
poetry appropriate to the ministry of 
the church discussed in each section 
of the book will prove of inestimable 
interest. to those who trace the de- 
velopment of Christianity through the 
ages in their teaching. 

Dr. Cynthia Pearl Maus is famed 
for her editorship of three earlier an- 
thologies. Dr. Maus, assisted by sev- 
eral leading specialists in church his- 
tory and art together with the 
cooperation of museums and libraries 
from all corners of the earth has 
brought to completion a volume which 
is the finest to date covering the con- 
tribution which the Christian Religion 
has made to the arts and which the 
Fine Arts has made to the whole 
church. 
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tion as many individuals as possible 
among the. nations of the world,” 
could they not use their authority to 
suppress biblical Christianity? 

The final struggle in the debate sur- 
rounds the attitude one should. take 
toward pagan religions. Strong voices 
strive against Barth, Lindsell, and 
Kraemer, who affirm (each in his own 
way!) the exclusiveness of Christian- 
ity and the absolute discontinuity be- 
tween it and all other religions. To 
them, Christianity is the fulfillment 
of the highest aspiration of heathen 
religions. Most striking in Benz’s af- 
firmation which holds biblical Chris- 
tianity up to scorn and ridicule. He 
writes: “Jesus promises that even 
those who have never heard of Him, 
even non-Christians, who to their own 
surprise turn out to be Christians be- 
cause they have fulfilled the command 
of love, will be received into the king- 
dom of God and will sit at table there 
with Him. . . . The criterion which 
determines the consignment of men to 
the kingdom of God or to outer dark- 
ness is not a definite doctrine about 
Christ, not a recognition of the Chris- 
tian claim to absoluteness, nor is it 
even a knowledge of the historical 
figure of Jesus, but it is the fulfill- 
ment of the commandment of love 
toward the least of our human breth- 
ren.” 


Protestant leadership today has 
largely repudiated the Scriptures as 
the authoritative and unique record of 
the revelation of God. While they ad- 
mit that the history of missionary out- 
reach in the past is the record of 
those who submitted to the authority 
of Scripture and sought to evangelize 
the world in obedience to Christ, they 
do not feel that such scriptural moti- 
vations are necessarily relevant to 
Christian service in today’s world. 
Fortunately, a considerable percentage 
of Protestant missionaries serving 
throughout the earth today, both with- 
in and without the WCC, are far more 
biblically oriented than their leader- 
ship. 

The silences in this debate im- 
pressed me. Of course, God was con- 
stantly mentioned. But few of the 
writers seemed to stand in awe of 
Him. There is a tremendous differ- 
ence between Dillistone’s sense of His 
Person and holiness and Tillich’s de- 
personalized theism, with the latter 
position more popular than _ the 
former, to judge by the expressed 
opinions of the other writers. For this 
reason, there is almost no reference to 
the wrath of God being revealed 
against the enormity of the crime that 
is the sin of man. Man under con- 
demnation, Christ’s vicarious suffering, 
the penal aspect of His atonement, the 
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Here’s a refreshing look at the 
psychological common sense of the 
Sermon on the Mount — evidence 
that Jesus wants us to be happy, 
and shows us how. 
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“... this is the best single aid to 
understanding the language of the 
New Testament that has been pub- 
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this translation is to get as near to 
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an English translation.” 

Dr. Wittiam Barc ay, in The 
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last judgment, the eternal separation 
from God that is Hell: great truths 
such as these are conspicuous by their 
absence. Frequent reference is to 
man’s need for reconciliation. But 
this seemed to revolve more around 
his estrangement from his fellowman 
than from his need to be reconciled 
to an offended, holy God. And how 
unique and final is the Person and 
work of Jesus Christ in meeting the 
needs of the followers of pagan re- 
ligions? Some writers see relatively 
little significance in Him. These in- 
adequacies left one sadly disquieted. 
Were they representative of the best 
in Protestant conviction today? Was 
this form of Christianity capable of 
or worthy of survival in this revolu- 
tionary age? 

In conclusion, a word of disappoint- 
ment. Within this dialogue between 
men committed to varying degrees of 


theological inclusivism, there was an 
essay that was evangelical, through 
and through. And its scope covered 
the major facets of the complex is- 
sue under debate. But it was a disap- 
pointment to read, although one agreed 
with every idea it expressed. Why dis- 
appointment? Because it did not enter 
really into dialogue with the other 
writers. True, our commitment to an 
authoritative, revealed record of pro- 
positional truth puts us on a different 
wave length from the inclusivist theo- 
logians of our day. But, the evan- 
gelical contribution would have been 
more central and less peripheral to 
the main stream of the debate had its 
writer anticipated the positions taken 
by the other contributors (most of 
these have long since appeared in their 
writings) and entered into vigorous 
dialogue with them. As it was, this 
essay did not provide me with a solid, 





OPENS A FASCINATING NEW WORLD 


For Those Who ‘Dig’ Archaeology 


THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 
READER. Edited by G. Ernest 
Wright and David Noel Freedman. 
Doubleday Anchor Books. 342 pp. 
$1.45. 

THE BIBLE AND THE ANCIENT NEAR 
EAST. Edited by G. Ernest Wright. 
Doubleday. 408 pp. $7.50. 


The reviewer is Charles F. Pfeiffer, pro- 
fessor of Old Testament Literature, Gor- 
don Divinity School, Beverly Farms, Mass. 


Near Eastern archaeology continues 
to provide necessary background ma- 
terial to help us understand the Bible 
in its historical setting. When able 
scholars present the result of their 
studies in clear language which the 
non-specialist can grasp, the result is 
always a happy one. This is what we 
find in the Biblical Archaeologist 
Reader, a selection of 20 articles 
which originally appeared in the jour- 
nal of that name. The subjects range 
over the areas of Bible introduction, 
history, geography and exegesis. We 
read about “The Writing of an Old 
Testament Book,” and, “The Earliest 
Christian Books.” Special topics such 
as “Musical Instruments in Israel,” 
and “Synagogues in Palestine” are pre- 
sented. The reader will learn the con- 
tribution of archaeology to our 
knowledge of the biblical flood, the 
manna, the cherubim, and Leviathan. 
Writings from Qumran, Elephantine, 
Chenobostikon pass in review. Writers 
include the top names in Near East- 
ern studies: W. F. Albright, Nelson 
Glueck, G. Ernest Wright, Frank 


Cross, David Noel Freedman, John 
Bright and many more. 

The volume entitled The Bible and 
the Ancient Near East is a collection 
of essays written by 14 scholars in 
honor of Dr. William Foxwell Al- 
bright. The editor states that his pur- 
pose is “to describe the course taken 
by scholarly research since World 
War I in the various areas of Near 
Eastern study to the end that a per- 
spective may be gained of the prog- 
ress made and of the problems 
demanding solution.” It contains articles 
of a general survey nature, and others 
which are more specialized. Current 
thinking in the areas of Old Testament 
history and literature is surveyed in 
chapters by John Bright and George 
Mendenhall. Orlinsky’s “The Textual 
Criticism of the Old Testament” con- 
tains a devastating criticism of the 
apparatus in Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica. 
No student of the Hebrew text should 
miss reading that chapter. 

Authorities in their fields have 
given helpful surveys of the literature 
and archaeology of the Sumerians 
(Kramer, Jacobsen), Egyptians 
(Lambdin, Wilson), Hittites (Goetze), 
South Arabians (Van Beek) and Ca- 
naanites (an adaptation of an article 
by Albright). David Noel Freedman 
and Edward F. Campbell, Jr. discuss 
the chronology of Israel and the an- 
cient New East with extensive bib- 
liography and charts. The editor of 
the volume, G. Ernest Wright (cur- 
rently excavating at Shechem) pro- 
vides a summary of the progress made 
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biblical reaction to the complex prob- 
lems raised by the other men. So, the 
book is of value to the evangelical in 
that it gives insight into the spectrum 
of theological position within the ecu- 
menical movement today. But it will 
not help very much in giving him in- 
sight into an evangelical understand- 
ing of the issues involved. 


AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCE GUIDE: 
FIFTH EDITION—1960-1961. Don- 
ald J. Kliphardt. National Council 
of Churches. 374 pp. $2.95. 

The reviewer is Ronald Schlosser, edi- 
torial assistant, American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society. 


Called “the standard in its field” by 
Christian educators across the country, 
this newest edition of the AVRG con- 
tains classified evaluations of more 





in Palestinian archaeology. His col- 
league at Harvard, Frank M. Cross, 
Jr., gives us the results of his studies 
in “The Development of Jewish 
Scripts.” Texts from Qumran, Murab- 
ba’at, funerary inscriptions, and other 
relevant materials are also analyzed. 

Properly used, archaeology is an in- 
dispensable tool in all biblical studies. 
As Wright notes, “. . . Albright’s deep 
interest in ancient history and his mas- 
tery of several disciplines within it, 
brought him to the conviction that a 
whole new environment for biblical 
study was emerging of which the 19th 
century knew nothing.” Finding un- 
satisfactory the reconstructions of Is- 
raelite history associated with the 
name of Wellhausen, Albright came to 
the conclusion that “the traditions de- 
rive from an orally transmitted epic 
which has preserved historical mem- 
ories in a remarkable way.” 

No Bible student and no arch- 
aeologist can be a master of all the 
disciplines discussed in these books. 
Perhaps Dr. Albright came as close to 
such competence as any living scholar. 
He has been writing on archaeological 
themes since 1911—-50 years ago! The 
bibliography in the Festschrift lists 
articles written by Albright on Sum- 
erian, Babylonian, Egyptian, Hebrew, 
and Canaanite themes as well as gen- 
eral syntheses of the entire area of 
the ancient New East. 

The pastor who has had a sound 
seminary background should profit 
from both of these books. While some 
of the chapters of the Festschrift may 
not be appreciated by the layman 
without technical training, he will find 
its surveys a helpful means of gaining 
fresh insights. The Reader, available 
as an inexpensive paper-back, should 
open a fascinating new world of bibli- 
cal understanding to its readers. 
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a book you'll read and re-read, $3.00 


My Hand In His 

These 110 devotions originally appeared 
as columns in the Christian national 
monthly magazine, “This Day.” Each is 
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illustrates a spiritual truth, $2.75 
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than 3,000 church-related audio-visual 
materials. Each evaluation contains 
information about the form and con- 
tent of the audio-visual, including its 
producer and distributor, its rental or 
sale price, a story synopsis, its 
strengths and weaknesses, and recom- 
mended utilization. The Guide also of- 
fers an up-to-date a-v communications 
bibliography, a listing of producers, 
distributors, denominational and in- 
terdenominational leaders in the reli- 


gious a-v field, and a roster of relevant 
16mm. feature-length films. 

For scope and comprehensiveness, 
the Guide cannot be rivaled. Its evalu- 
ations have been gleaned from a 
network of 1,000 reviewers in 60 inter- 
denominational committees across the 
United States. Released biennially, the 
Guide has become a must for every 
church seriously considering the use of 
audio-visuals in its Christian education 
program. 
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You and Your Dysteleological Surd 
By WILLIAM S. LASOR 


Recently I was sent a newspaper clipping regarding tornadoes that had 
blown away two churches and knocked a third from its foundation. 
Scribbled < is the item were the words, “I think God should be able 
to do his removing without so much fuss.” 

I enjoyed the sense of humor in the midst of tragedy, even though 
the reverence might be questionable. But what my correspondent had put 
his finger upon was not divine judgment, but another matter that also 
gives us difficulty. 

It is sometimes discussed as the “dysteleological surd.” I tell my stu- 
dents that when you have given to anything a name, especially a long one, 
it is no proof that you understand it. Frequently the name is a dodge to 
avoid explanation. 

A “dysteleological surd,” as the name implies, is something that for no 
reason comes to a bad end. When the criminal goes to the gas chamber 
or the sinner goes to hell, it can be described as a just judgment. But 
when an innocent baby is killed by a careless kidnaper, or when a child 
is hideously mangled by a drunken driver or an insane rapist, or, for 
that matter, when a church is destroyed by a tornado, there is no justice, 
there is not purpose, nothing good is accomplished, and theologians 
start discussing the dysteleological surd. 

One explanation robs God of His wisdom or power. It says,that since 
God, if He is truly good, would not allow such a thing to happen, if He 
could help it, He must be powerless to stop it. The classical statement is 
sometimes expressed, “Not good or not God.” Recent theologians some- 
times speak of a “finite God.” I personally cannot worship a finite God. 

Another explanation seeks to deny the reality of evil. Since God is 
good, He cannot either cause or permit evil. It is only our unbelief that 
interprets certain things or events as evil. I rather suppose that the 
parents of that murdered infant would have a hard time looking upon the 
event as good in disguise. 

Still another explanation seeks to deny the reality of matter. But the 
men and women who have to rebuild their church are having difficulty 
with the theory that there really was no church there and no tornado 
to blow it away. 

In the Bible, men have grappled with these questions. Jesus pointed 
out that the 18 persons killed by the collapse of the tower of Siloam 
were not victims of divine wrath. Job demonstrated that even the right- 
eous suffer, and to no apparent good purpose. 

The Bible answer, as I understand it, begins with the belief that the 
present world is under a curse from which God will one day redeem it. 
Meanwhile, men of faith are content to trust in the wisdom and goodness 
of God. Human wisdom, as Job and his friends learned, is too imperfect 
to solve the problems of the universe. Once in a while we have to be 
content to say, “I don’t know the reason now, but some day I'll under- 
stand.” 
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CHRIST AND THE 
FINE ARTS 
By Cynthia Pearl Maus 


Here under one handsome new 
cover are the true master- 
pieces of art and literature 
inspired by the great themes 
of the New Testament. This 
brand new and greatly en- 
larged edition of a world- 
famous anthology now 
includes 100 Art Reproduc- 
tions in wonderful new photo- 
lithography, 100 Art Inter- 
pretations, 117 Hymn Inter- 
pretations, 256 Poems, 76 
Stories. Regular price $5.95. 


JESUS SAYS TO YOU 
By Dr. Daniel A. Poling 


Here, compellingly demon- 
strated, are the abiding truths 
of the teachings of Jesus. As 
Dr. Poling explains the wis- 
dom behind the words of 
Jesus, you gain clear insight 
of their vital importance to 
our world of crisis today. You 
find new power for your own 
life. Regular price $2.95. 
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The story of the courage of 
Jim Huff who, at the age of 
forty, left worldly success to 
become a minister of the Lord. 
His wife, Jane, tells how, in 
spite of tragic and painful ill- 
ness, Jim continued to serve 
his parish and become a pro- 
found source of inspiration to 
all who knew and loved him. 
Regular price $4.95. 











































ae The great beauty and warmth of the NEW ENGLISH 


BIBLE, New Testament cannot adequately be described. 
Reading this superb new translation is like reading the 
Bible for the first time. In the very words we speak and 
use today, the Scripture comes alive. The meanings, 
previously hidden by phraseology of an earlier time be- 
come clear and instantly understandable. As Dr. Daniel 
A. Poling said, “... you will find it, as I have, one of 
your most treasured possessions.” Regular price $4.95. 
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The Place of the BIBLE 
in Wheaton's Program... 


At Wheaton, throughout more than a century since its 
founding in 1860, the Bible has been basic in the College’s 
strong persuasion and varied program. From its inception, 
Wheaton has served as a liberal arts college with studies 
and other activities designed to prepare its students for 
maturity and fullness in Christian life and service. 


Wheaton has been particularly concerned in helping to 
equip Christian young men and women for graduate 
study in various professional fields. With the Bible as the 
core of its curriculum and life, Wheaton has tried to provide 
its students with a meaningful integration of varied 
subject matter, and a highly developed sensitivity to 
ethical, moral, and spiritual values. 


Because of its conviction that there is no discrepancy 
in the pre-eminence of the Bible and the presentation of a 
quality academic program that is truly educative, each 
student at Wheaton must have—not a course, but 16 credit 
hours of Biblical studies for graduation, regardless of 
his major field. This represents two hours of Bible each 
semester of the normal four-year collegiate program. 


All Wheaton faculty members are dedicated to the 
persuasion that the Bible is the inspired and inerrant Word 
of God and that it is of prime importance in matters 
of life, faith, and practice. Their academic excellence is 
reflected in the world-wide performance of Wheaton 
students in graduate schools, the professions, and all 
avenues of Christian service. 


Wheaton’s teachers, as active Christians, are personally 
interested in both the intellectual and spiritual development 
of their students. Each year they reaffirm their convictions 
(as do the College trustees, administrative officers, 
and full-time staff personnel) by subscribing to the 
Doctrinal Platform. They are convinced creationists 
who believe in a historical Adam and historical Eve, 
the parents of the human race, who were created by 
God, and not biologically descended from lower forms of 
life. Devoted to the scientific method of study, they 
believe, as the Bible majestically states: “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth” 
and . . . “God created man in His own image.” 


You, too, can have a share in furthering 
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Write today for Pleasant Tomorrows giving full 
details of Wheaton’s annuity program. 


THE WHEATON PLATFORM 


1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old 
and New Testaments as verbally inspired 
by God, and inerrant in the original writ- 
ings, and that they are of supreme and 
final authority in faith and life. 

2. We believe in one God, eternally exist- 
ing-in three persons: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was 
begotten by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, and is true God and true 
man. 


4. We believe that man was created in 
the image of God; that he sinned, and 
thereby incurred, not only physical death, 
but also that spiritual death which is 
separation from God; and that all human 
beings are born with a sinful nature, 
and, in the case of those who reach moral 
responsibility become sinners in thought, 
word and deed. 
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5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ 

died for our sins, according to the Scrip- 
tures, as a representative and substi- 
tutionary sacrifice; and that all who be- 
lieve in Him are justified on the ground 
of His shed blood. 


6. We believe in the resurrection of the 
crucified body of our Lord, in His ascen- 
sion into Heaven, and in His present life 
there for us, as High Priest and Advocate. 


7. We believe in ‘‘that blessed hope,’’ 
the personal, pre-millennial and immi- 
nent return of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 


8. We believe that all who receive by 
faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born again 
of the Holy Spirit, and thereby become 
children of God. 

9. We believe in the bodily resurrection 
of the just and unjust, the everlasting 
blessedness of the saved, and the ever- 
lasting punishment of the lost. 
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Please send me without obligation: [] Booklet entitled, Pleasant Tomorrows, 


explaining Annuity Plan in detail. [] Booklet, The Division of Biblical Edu- 
cation and Philosophy at Wheaton College. 
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Address___ 
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